
GYRA represents 35 condominium buildings and their 5,000 residents within the area bound by 
Avenue Rd., Yonge St., Charles St. and Ramsden Park Rd/Pears Ave.

GYRA provides a centralized voice for its member residents to ensure that issues impacting their quality of 
life, are effectively positioned with our Municipal and Provincial Governments, developers and businesses 
wherever needed.

GYRA strives to protect the historical and special areas of identity so as to preserve the unique character 
and ambience of our neighbourhood.

This is our second quarterly newsletter which updates our residents on important
neighbourhood issues that GYRA is working on. We hope you find this information of interest
and helpful in understanding the issues that are affecting the residents in our area.

DEVELOPMENT OF A NIGHTTIME ECONOMY

GYRA is concerned that the City’s General Manager of Economic Development and Culture has been asked by
Council’s Economic Development Committee (EDC) to create a case for a night-time economy that could
extend liquor licensing hours to 4 AM. This is a city-wide issue. Yorkville’s designation as a mixed-use area and a
tourist destination would likely impact residents in our area. GYRA has therefore filed comments to EDC
expressing our concerns. Most troubling is the timing in that this comes well before completion of the
important city-wide review of the Noise By-law that is currently underway. Furthermore, it precedes findings
from the the Liquor Licensing Task Force (LLTF) which is in its own process of examining ways to improve
enforcement of City By-laws designed to protect residents. GYRA is encouraged that there are many residents’
associations like ours that have raised similar concerns.

NOISE
GYRA has been collaborating with the City and Police (53 Division) resulting in continual police patrols of our
neighbourhood to combat loud music after 11 pm from outdoor patio restaurants as well as excessive noise
from motorcycles and modified autos. GYRA has also developed procedures to further combat these excessive
noise sources. These actions have somewhat mitigated this problem and GYRA will continue working with
police, city departments and local establishments to reduce these sources of noise for next summer.

NOISE BY-LAW

GYRA attended the first meeting of the Municipal Licensing and Standards Noise Bylaw Review held on Dec. 8th

and the two issues listed above (vehicular noise and patio noise after 11 pm) will be addressed throughout the
Review process. GYRA, along with the Toronto Noise Coalition which is comprised of residents’ associations
from across the City, are active participants in this process over the next several months.
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YORKVILLE AREA PARKS

GYRA has recognized the need for increased maintenance and ongoing daily clean-up of our park on
Cumberland for some time and that the City budget allows for only two cleanup visits per park per week. GYRA
is working with ABC Residents Association and the Business Improvement Area (BIA) on solutions that will
increase the maintenance of the park and others in the greater Yorkville area.

NEW PARKING RESTRICTIONS (CUMBERLAND, BELLAIR and YORKVILLE

GYRA has initiated and spearheaded an initiative with City Traffic Operations and Councillor Wong-Tam to have
City Council approve parking restrictions at very strategic sections of our neighborhood roads to help improve
traffic flow. Several of those changes have already been put in place and more are expected to be implemented
by next spring.

STREET LIGHTS BACK ON IN YORKVILLE

Many street lamps along Cumberland, Bellair, Yorkville, Scollard, Bay St. and Avenue Rd. were not working for
several months some starting as early as last spring and continuing through the summer. This problem affected
only those specialty lamp posts that were paid for and overseen by the BIA. The problem was thought to be
construction in the area so BIA’s efforts with the City did not bring about repairs in a timely manner. As a result,
GYRA took direct action by collaborating with City maintenance managers and Toronto Hydro. We were very
pleased with their response that resulted in lights coming back on within 10 days.

GARBAGE FROM RESTAURANTS AND BARS

The unsightly, unsanitary and unhealthy garbage piled on the sidewalks, along with overflowing bins that sit
waiting for pickup, have been a major problem for many years now. It is particularly an issue on Cumberland,
Bellair and Yorkville and despite previous efforts has remained unaddressed. GYRA is endeavouring to improve
the current unacceptable situation with a three-part plan: 1. Ensure all new developments have proper
garbage storage facilities that are not in any way exposed to the public; 2. Where feasible, have existing
establishments store their garbage so that it is not exposed to the public (some are doing this and options are
being explored for those that don’t); 3. If storage is not feasible, work with establishments to coordinate pickup
by their public and/or private services in a way that minimizes curbside presence.

LANE CLOSURES

The greater Yorkville area is abuzz in development which has led to continual lane closures for extended
periods of time. As a result, GYRA and ABC Residents Association sent Mayor John Tory a joint letter supporting
his initiative to further discourage lane closures through tougher regulations. We are further recommending
that the City impose higher lane closure fees on an escalating scale for long-term lane closures.
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JAZZ FESTIVAL

GYRA has been in discussions with the Toronto Jazz Festival for the Yorkville area to host the festival this
summer. Discussions have dealt with various venue options, traffic and garbage control, and to ensure that no
music is played past 11 pm. Given the above safeguards, we believe that the Festival will be a wonderful
addition to the Yorkville scene for our residents, visitors and local businesses and we will keep you updated as
this develops.

RULING ON SHORT TERM RENTALS SUCH AS AIRBNB

A recent Ontario court decision ruled that condominium corporations have the authority to prevent short-term
rentals in condominium buildings from such sources as Airbnb, Expedia, etc. While this is good news, GYRA
encourages each condominium corporation to review their own rules to ensure short term rentals are
prohibited in their building. Please see the link below for an article that appeared in the Financial Post.

http://www.financialpost.com/m/wp/legal-post/blog.html?b=business.financialpost.com/legal-
post/ontario-court-ruling-says-condo-buildings-can-ban-sharing-services-such-as-airbnb

(Neighbourhood Issues Cont’d)

The Province is looking into the scope and effectiveness of the OMB towards improving how it works. GYRA has
therefore sent the Minister of Municipal Affairs, Bill Mauro, and the Attorney General, Yasir Naqvi, a letter in
favour of this much needed review.

PROVINCIAL REVIEW OF THE ONTARIO MUNICIPAL BOARD (OMB)

Have a neighbourhood issue? Need to find out more? Contact GYRA at: info@gyra.ca

GYRA made the following recommendations:
1. Changing the mandate of the OMB to act as a genuine appeal body that

establishes precedents and that no longer conducts de novo hirings;
2. Reducing dramatically the number of appeals to the OMB, by prohibiting

amendments that have not been approved by a municipal council;
3. Providing clear policy guidance in municipal official plans for subsequent

amendments to the applicable zoning by-law, including clearly-defined limits to
those amendments;

4. Creating an opportunity for residents’ associations to be more effective in OMB
proceedings, through public funding, allowing them to provide evidence based
on relevant expertise. GYRA recently became a member of the Federation of
North Toronto Residents Associations (FoNTRA) and expressed our support of its
recommendations.

http://www.financialpost.com/m/wp/legal-post/blog.html?b=business.financialpost.com/legal-post/ontario-court-ruling-says-condo-buildings-can-ban-sharing-services-such-as-airbnb
mailto:info@gyra.ca
AirBnb Link.docx
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Construction Update
For background on these developments, please visit the City’s Yorkville Planning 
Department’s portal, which can be found here:

http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=1be452cc66061410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD

YORK SQUARE - (the NE corner of Yorkville and Avenue Rd)

Empire Communities, the developer, has appealed to the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB), and is
scheduled to be heard starting on January 16, 2017. The City is opposing this development and GYRA
is a Participant in the OMB process will also be filing a brief in opposition because it detracts from the
character and identity of the Yorkville neighbourhood.

1 BLOOR ST WEST – (former location of Stollery’s on the south west corner of Bloor and Yonge)

Mizrahi Developments has filed an appeal with the OMB to move this development forward. GYRA,
along with several other residents’ associations and individual condo corporations remain in opposition
based on serious concerns about building height and density as well as vehicular traffic impacts during
and after construction. City Planners are supporting this proposal but with these concerns
unaddressed. GYRA, along with the condos at 35 Balmuto and 21 Balmuto (and others) have registered
“Party” status at this hearing while other residents’ associations and individuals have registered as
“Participants” for the hearing beginning in April 2017.

100 DAVENPORT ROAD - (adjacent to The Florian (88 Davenport) & Domus (3 McAlpine)

There is no further update on this development.

48-58 SCOLLARD and 1315-1325 BAY - (the north east corner of Bay and Scollard)

This development was to be presented at the Toronto and East York Community Council’s (TEYCC)
November meeting but was not discussed nor re-scheduled. GYRA continues to monitor for any
progress.

874-878 YONGE and 3-11 SCOLLARD – (the south west corner of Yonge and Scollard)

The condominium proposed by Cityzen Development Group at 59 stories would be significantly higher
than permitted in the City’s Official Plan and with a 37.5 density. By way of comparison, the density of
1 Bloor East is 17.3 and 1 Bloor West is approximately 28.3. The City Planning Department’s refusal
report was considered at the TEYCC Sept 7th meeting, where it was also refused. GYRA appeared
before TEYCC in support of the refusal report by the Planning Department. This building would set a
new precedent for the Yorkville neighborhood and met much resistance. City Council refused the
application. The developer has since filed an appeal with the OMB. No date has been scheduled as yet.

TRATTORIA NERVOSA

Trattoria Nervosa is preparing plans to update its property and has presented iterations of the early
plans to GYRA for discussion. Ongoing discussions with them have taken place to ensure that the final
proposal satisfies our concerns as it affects certain condominium buildings in the immediate vicinity.

Treasurer: Laurence Bernstein

President: Michael Landry Secretary: Barry Campbell

Vice President: Alan Baker Past Pres.: Gee Chung

The Board of Directors of GYRA wish all of our residents a Happy New Year! 
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