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Bloor-Yorkville BIA Planning Framework & Implementation Strategy 
The BIA invited members of the Bloor-Yorkville Community to participate in developing a long-term planning 
framework that will guide future development based on a comprehensive vision for the Bloor-Yorkville area. 
Workshops were held in April for local business owners, development industry representatives, and the two residents' 
associations – ABC and GYRA.  Meetings continued through the summer months and in October the draft Planning 
Framework & Implement Strategy document was presented to the Steering Committee for an in depth review.  Next 
step is to finalize the document, hold a public consultation meeting in January 2014, and proceed through the City 
planning process for adoption as a Secondary Plan. 
    
Yorkville East of Bay Planning Study 
Reacting to a spate of proposed development in the area bounded by Yonge Street to Bay Street, and Bloor Street to 
Davenport Road, and the lack of planning policies for this area, City planning staff undertook a review of the existing 
and planned built form context with the Bloor-Yorkville Community, the developers and their architects. Emphasis was 
placed on a unified vision of the streetscape and public realm provisions in keeping with the Yorkville character.   
Development approvals and applications to date include 50 Bloor Street West, Cumberland Terrace, 838-848 Yonge 
Street, 27-37 Yorkville Avenue & 50 Cumberland Street.   
 
Avenue Road & Yorkville Avenue Advanced Green 
Pedestrian safety greatly improved thanks to the efforts of 175 Cumberland, when past efforts by the Bloor-Yorkville 
BIA and GYRA failed, an advanced green is now installed at this intersection for Yorkville traffic turning southbound 
onto Avenue Road. 
 
Bay & Davenport Traffic Signals 
New traffic signals installed in September, programmed so that moving vehicles and pedestrians cross 
simultaneously and share the road bed, have created dangerous conditions for the Jesse Ketchum School children, 
the crossing guard and pedestrians.  The marked crossings and "yield to pedestrians" signs do little to improve safety.   
Councillor Wong-Tam and Toronto Police 53 Division were informed, and an on-site meeting including City 
Transportation manager resulted in remedial measures for immediate implementation i.e. 5-second delay for 
pedestrians to commence crossing, no right turns on red during peak hours and consultation with Cycling 
Infrastructure to provide clear directions for cyclists.  Reducing speed limit and synchronizing the lights require City 
Council approval expected in early 2014. 
 
Bloor & Bay Intersection Left Turns 
The Bloor-Yorkville Community was unanimous in opposing a proposal by City Transportation Services to prohibit 
northbound and southbound left turns to facilitate new bicycle lanes on Bay Street, from Cumberland Street to 30 
metres south of Bloor.    City Council approved retention of the left turns, and approved a traffic signal at Bay & 
Cumberland to permit left turns from Cumberland onto Bay Street.  City yet to decide on removal of the scramble. 
 
Sidewalk Cyclists 
GYRA and neighbouring residents' associations are experiencing an increasing number of cyclists on sidewalks.  This 
concern was brought to the attention of MPP Glen Murray, Minister of Transportation & Infrastructure, Councillor 
Wong-Tam and 51 & 53 Police Community Response Unit managers.  Measures to prevent cyclists endangering 
pedestrians on our sidewalks, from educating cyclists on road rules, licensing cyclists, licensing bicycles, increasing 
fines for cyclist infractions, and more dedicated bike lanes were discussed.  Minister Murray agreed to work on 
solutions to improve sidewalk and road conditions for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists.   
 
Development  
89 Avenue Road GP Ltd (Howard Johnson Hotel site) appealed City Council's refusal at the OMB.  Proposed is a new 
28-storey hotel & residential building, and a 6-storey building at the rear, with a 2 and 3-storey portion connecting the 
two buildings.   GYRA members 77 and 99 Avenue has "party" status and represented by legal counsel and expert 
witnesses, while GYRA is registered as a "participant" in support of our member buildings.  The OMB hearing will 
commence in January 2014. 
 
906 Yonge Street & 25 McMurrich Street (Ridpath's) appealed to the OMB citing City's "failure to act" in approving or 
rejecting the proposal.  OMB pre-hearing date yet to be set.  The application proposes a 27-storey hotel on Yonge 
Street and a 23-storey condominium at 25 McMurrich.  

 
Proposals under review by City Planning staff include:-  50 Bloor Street West 83-storey mixed use building with 600 
residential units – 27-37 Yorkville & 50 Cumberland a 69 and 55 storey mixed use building with a total of 1,166 
residential units – York Square 140 Yorkville & 33 Avenue Road 38-storey mixed use building with 342 residential 
units – 1 Yorkville (838-848 Yonge Street) 58-storey mixed use building.  
 
GYRA Membership 
Founded in 1990 by nine condominium boards of directors, GYRA membership is now thirty-two condominium and 
co-op buildings, representing some 5,000 residents. 
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