
GYRA ANNUAL REPORT 2012 
Ontario Capital Precinct Working Group 
Principals from the University of Toronto, its three federated Colleges, the Royal Ontario Museum, the Gardiner 
Museum and the Royal Conservatory of Music attended a presentation co-hosted by Toronto Centre MPP Glen 
Murray and Councillor Wong-Tam who outlined the narrative which led to the formation of the OCPWG; its goals and 
objectives; and the urgent need for a Precinct Plan to protect the sightlines of the Ontario Legislative Assembly 
Building. Support was unanimous for a Design Review Panel to move forward OCPWG goals and objectives. 

City of Toronto Official Plan Amendment - Protecting Views of the Ontario Legislative Assembly 
Responding to the Ontario Capital Precinct Working Group's goal to protect the Legislature's silhouette from 
structures protruding above its roofline, Councillor Wong-Tam's motion passed at City Council and resulted in the 
Amendment:- 

"Lands to the North of the Ontario Legislative Assembly Building 
No structure shall be permitted to be erected: 

(a) that can be seen above any part of the silhouette of the Ontario Legislative Assembly Building (including the 
domed Centre Block and both the ridgeline of the East Block Connector and the ridgeline of the West Block 
Connector) when viewed, by eyes at a height of 1.75 in. above grade, from the east/west sidewalk located on the north 
side of College Street at any point between the north/south sidewalk on the west side of University Avenue and the 
north/south sidewalk on the east side of University Avenue, or 

(b) that can be seen above the silhouette of the domed Centre Block of the Ontario Legislative Assembly Building 
when viewed, by eyes at a height of 1.75 m. above grade, from the east/west sidewalk located on the north side of 
Queen Street West at any point between the north/south sidewalk on the west side of University Avenue and the 
north/south sidewalk on the east side of University Avenue." 

Toronto Centre Community Action Plan 
Neighbourhood Strengths, Challenges and Priorities identified at the 2011 community meeting include friendly and 
green pedestrian space, traffic congestion and the need for a traffic study, and protection of heritage to preserve the 
character of "Yorkville''. Continuing the dialogue with residents' groups, business owners and business groups, a 
second meeting, with co-hosts MPP Glen Murray and Councillor Wong-Tam, took place this year. Participants were 
divided into three discussion groups and asked to provide input on 1) Green Space and Public Space Improvements 
2) Development and the Planning Process and 3) Heritage Preservation. 

Removing Toronto From The Jurisdiction of the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) 
Reacting to a chorus of protests from ratepayer groups at OMB decisions trumping City's rejection of development 
applications, City Council approved Councillor Wong-Tam's motion to remove Toronto from the purview of the OMB. 
Subsequently a removal request was made to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs. We await word from the Ministry. 

Scollard Street Two-Way Extension Pilot Project 
The City approved converting Scollard Street from a point 30-metres west of Bay Street to a point 69-metres further 
west from its current one-way westbound operation to a two-way operation for a one-year pilot project. The extension 
will provide residents of the 80 & 100 Yorkville Avenue condominiums direct access to Bay Street. 

Cumberland Street Two-Way Request 
To facilitate access by 175 Cumberland Street residents to their parking spaces across the road at 162 Cumberland, a 
request was made to the City to approve two-way from Avenue Road to the 162 Cumberland parking entrance. 110 
Bloor/145 Cumberland requested the two-way conversion be extended to the 145 Cumberland building entrance. The 
requests are under consideration. 

Traffic Study 
GYRA's many requests for a traffic study have been heard but not acted upon by the City. Now other members of the 
Bloor-Yorkville Community are clamouring for a comprehensive traffic study to identity causes of congestion, and for 
the City to provide solutions to improve traffic flow. While the City acknowledges Yorkville area streets have reached 
maximum capacity, and is cognizant new developments will exacerbate existing traffic conditions, there is reluctance 
to proceed. 

Bay Davenport Yorkville Road Reconstruction Project 
In Spring 2013 the City will reconstruct Bay Street (Bloor Street to Davenport Road), Davenport Road (McAlpine Street 
to 80-metres east of McMurrich Street), and Yorkville Avenue (Yonge Street to Bay Street); reconfigure the Bay Street 
& Davenport Road intersection; and implement streetscape improvements throughout the area (i.e. new trees, 
landscaping and lighting). Jesse Ketchum Parkette will be regraded. In 2014, Yorkville Avenue from Bay Street to 
Avenue Road will be reconstructed and repaved, as will Bellair Street. 

Yorkville Greening Initiative 
Monies from the $1.5 million Section 37 contribution will be used to purchase and install trees as part of the Bay Street 
and Yorkville Avenue streetscape improvements. 


