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At the 2011 New Year GYRA Board meeting, Councillor Kristyn Wong-Tam was invited to hear our 
residents’ concerns and reacted as follows: 

Belmont Street Left Turn Prohibition 
The Councillor expressed support to reinstate the Belmont Street left turn, and a compromise was 
reached with residents supporting the prohibition. City Council approved the prohibition of left turns 
from Davenport Road to Belmont Street daily from 10:00 pm of one day to 7:00 am of the following 
day. 

Traffic Study 
The Councillor agreed to GYRA's request for a traffic study, and she added restricting delivery times in 
consultation with the business community. To date, no action reported on a Study. 

Ridpath's 906 Yonge Street 35-storey Condo/Hotel & McMurrich Street 28-storey Condo Proposal 
The Councillor agreed to convene a working group to address GYRA's concerns. Meetings resulted in 
a reduction in the height to 23-storeys (from 35-storeys) and a smaller footprint for the Yonge Street 
tower. Major outstanding issue is the revised proposed height of the McMurrich tower at 25-storeys 
(from 28-storeys) opposed by all area residents who are seeking a height reflective of neighbouring 
buildings on the east side of McMurrich Street. 

Ontario Capital Precinct Working Group 
The Councillor agreed to sit on the newly assembled Ontario Capital Precinct Working Group (OCPWG), 
whose goal is to create a plan to protect the Queen's Park viewshed. This action is in response to the 
Menkes 21 Avenue Road approval of condominium towers which would protrude above the roofline of the 
Ontario Legislative Assembly Building. 

Representatives from several residents' groups and other interested parties who appeared with GYRA at 
the OMB to fight the Menkes development approval joined OCPWG. OCPWG Advisors include Speaker of 
the Legislature Steve Peters, Glen Murray Toronto Centre MPP, and former City of Toronto Chief Planner 
Paul Bedford. 

Action items included a letter writing campaign to the Provincial and Municipal governments for a 
temporary freeze on developments north of the Legislature, a Speaker's Walk to increase awareness 
of the historical, cultural and political significance of the Legislature, computerized visual studies of the 
Queen's Park views, and a request to the Ministry of Research & Innovation to fund the costs 
associated with the creation of the Precinct Plan. The University of Toronto, ROM, the Royal 
Conservatory of Music and the Gardiner Museum are being contacted to support the Precinct Plan, 
which will include medical institutions and other significant bodies along University Avenue. 

In June, GYRA learned Menkes had sold the 21 Avenue Road land to Camrost Felcorp. Two meetings 
have taken place with City staff to review the new plans, which include the retention and conversion of 
the hotel to condominiums and a south tower. GYRA and OCPWG appeal to the new owner succeeded 
in a reduced south tower height which will NOT protrude above the Legislative building roof line. 
Senior City planning staff is cognizant of OCPWG's objectives and articulated their concern and 
support for the south tower not being visible when viewed from the Queen's Park Ceremonial View. A 
victory! 

Heritage & Sultan Street Commercial Development Proposal 
The Councillor was made aware of the proposed 9-storey commercial building on Sultan Street on 
the sites of several heritage buildings. GYRA concerns include traffic which would be generated by 
the proposed seventy parking spaces. The Councillor replied traffic generated would be included in 
the Traffic Study. 

Pursuant to a March community consultation meeting, GYRA sent a statement to the Councillor and City 
planning staff outlining many concerns expressed by GYRA residents living in the immediate vicinity of the 
proposed development. 

To date, limited modifications to the original proposal have been made, but the traffic issue for Sultan 
Street, and commercial offices (residents seeking residential use only) have not been resolved to 
GYRA's satisfaction. 



 
Other GYRA activities this year include: 

Removing Toronto From The Jurisdiction of the Ontario Municipal Board 
Councillors Wong-Tam and Matlow reacted to residents groups' ire at the OMB's track record in 
overturning City decisions rejecting developments for excessive heights and densities, by making a 
motion to remove Toronto from the jurisdiction of the OMB. The motion was unanimously passed by 
the Planning & Growth Management Committee in November, and will now go to City Council for 
final approval. 

City of Toronto Official Plan Amendment 
City staff Proposal on View Protection August 2011 
Planning Staff agree with the findings of the Heritage Impact Assessment and View-shed Analysis that the 
"Queen's Park cultural heritage landscape is an extremely significant cultural heritage resource within the 
Province of Ontario" and would endorse the recommendation that the Queen's Park cultural heritage 
landscape be designated by the Province of Ontario "in recognition of the site's outstanding value within 
the Province of Ontario and to ensure its long-term conservation and appropriate management." 

in September, Community Council directed that Community planning staff undertake a peer review 
and further discussions with Robert Allsopp, du Toit Hillier, the Ontario Capital Precinct Working 
Group, and the Centre for Landscape Research regarding the protection of the views of the Ontario 
Legislative Assembly. OCPWG met with planning staff on 4th November 2011. Robert Allsopp 
presented an overview of the computer visualization techniques used to create height controls in 
Ottawa. A community consultation meeting will take place in 2012. 

94 Cumberland Street Development Proposal 
Pursuant to a community meeting in March regarding a development application for a 26-storey 105 
unit mixed use condominium building, Councillor Wong-Tam initiated a working group process to 
discuss the application. Area stakeholders, including GYRA, requested changes to the podium and 
set-backs were agreed to by the developer. Traffic remains a concern to residents despite City 
transportation staff assurances traffic generated by the new development would not cause 
congestion. The major outstanding issue is the proposed height, although reduced to a 23-storey 
slim "organic" tower or a 22-storey bulky tower, is felt to be excessive by GYRA, the Bloor-Yorkville 
BIA and local businesses. The Bloor-Yorkville Community is awaiting the planning staff’s Final 
Report due shortly. 
 

Community Planning Meetings 
Glen Murray Toronto Centre MPP and Councillor Wong-Tam hosted a series of meetings with 
residents and business groups throughout Ward 27 to seek input regarding the communities strengths 
and weaknesses, and what the communities required from both the provincial and municipal 
governments in the short term and long term. The overall results were released and GYRA was 
disappointed a Traffic Study was not included in the list of "wants." 

Davenport Road Interpretive Panels in Frank Stollery Parkette 
Eight years after GYRA initiated the interpretive elements project narrating the evolution of Davenport 
Road from ancient trail to rural road to urban street, from the first inhabitants to the French Regime 
followed by the British Regime, the three two-sided glass panels tells the story with words and 
pictures, and with great pride GYRA members attended the dedication in June, which included special 
guest, a former chief from the Mississaugas of the New Credit, the former Toronto landowner. 

Yorkville Greening initiative 
Sometime ago GYRA secured $1.5 million to re-green Yorkville and finally the initiative is getting off the 
ground, or rather into the ground. Initial plans, approved in consultation with ABC Ratepayers pursuant to 
the Section 37 agreement, include greening improvements to Hillsborough Avenue, and greening for New 
Street, Bishop Street and Berryman Street. 

In 2012 tentatively scheduled Yorkville Avenue from Yonge Street to Avenue Road watermain 
replacement project will provide opportunity to include tree trenches for new trees. Discussions are in 
progress with City's Technical Services together with the Bloor-Yorkville BIA regarding the re-
greening of Yorkville Avenue. Greening of other Yorkville area streets will occur when those streets 
are repaved. 


