
GYRA represents 44 condominium buildings and their over 9,000 residents within
the area bounded by Avenue Rd., Yonge St., Charles St. and Ramsden Park
Rd/Pears Ave.

GYRA provides a centralized voice for its member residents to ensure that issues impacting
their quality of life, security and prosperity are effectively positioned with our Municipal and
Provincial Governments, developers and businesses wherever needed.

GYRA strives to protect the historical and special areas of identity so as to preserve the unique
character and ambience of our neighbourhood.

Our newsletter is intended to update our residents on issues that GYRA is working on
which are affecting our neighbourhood. We hope that you find the information
contained in the newsletters of interest and helpful in understanding the issues that
your Residents’ Association is advocating on your behalf. EDITION

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

NOISE COMMITTEE UPDATE

As reported in previous newsletters, GYRA played a significant role as part of the Toronto Noise
Coalition (TNC) in stopping an ineffective new Noise Bylaw from being rammed through last year. At
the outset, it was obvious that ML&S and the TNC were not rowing in the same direction on a new
noise bylaw. A new round of community meetings which GYRA attended along with other members
of the Toronto Noise Coalition resulted in significantly narrowing the gap.
A few weeks ago a new Noise Bylaw was approved by City Council. As with any legislation,
compromises were required resulting in a number of very positive changes and some changes that
we feel may not work as intended, but we will have to see exactly how they are implemented. We
are very happy that after a number of years of pushing the issue, motorcycle noise was included in
the new bylaw. For a full list of amendments to the Bylaw go to: NOISE BYLAW LINK

After the Ontario Government slashed the Toronto ridings in half, GYRA’s territory no
longer fell within our then current councillor’s ward. We want to take this opportunity
to thank Councillor Kristyn Wong-Tam and her staff for their hard work and support, of
our neighbourhood and residents over the years.

Mike Layton is our new Councillor
and we congratulate him on his
election victory. GYRA has already
met with him a number of times
to discuss the issues facing our
residents. Councillor Layton was
supportive of our positions and
we agreed to hold quarterly
meetings with him, which we feel
is crucial in support of GYRA’s
advocacy on behalf of our
residents.

New Ward Boundary

http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2019.EC3.6


GARBAGE ON CUMBERLAND, BELLAIR AND YORKVILLE

WHO TO CALL FOR STREETSCAPE ISSUES….

Contact the BIA only for issues with any of the following at bybia@bloor-yorkville.com :

Blue lampposts with the round globe lights, bike racks and tables/chairs in Yorkville Park.

All other issues such as graffiti or posters pasted to hydro poles should be directed to 311 (or 911 if there is
an emergency)
When calling 311, they will give you a file number which you should keep. If your complaint has not been
addressed after a number of days, you should call them again and ask for an update. We have had some good
success with dealing with 311 but sometimes it does require a follow-up call.

If the person is violent: call police at 53 Division at 416-808-5300 or 911 in emergency situations. Please
note that other than in police situations, no relocation program can be forced upon people.

CONTINUED

can help the City find ways to overcome these obstacles. Overall, this is a long
and difficult process but we believe the results justify the effort.
In the meanwhile, we approached a local restauranteur to discuss their
sidewalk stains from dripping garbage, the bad odours from broken containers,
and the wind-blown refuse everywhere. This simple conversation changed the
way this owner handles waste. We will continue to have similar conversations
with other restaurant owners.

The ongoing saga of our unsightly sidewalks on garbage days continues. This
is an extremely difficult problem to solve as there are so many companies
collecting garbage from a diversity of establishments. The term “like trying
to herd cats” comes to mind. Nevertheless, GYRA is currently working on a
possible solution that would introduce underground waste stations along
the street to keep unsightly waste out of view and this company has had
success in other cities. Click this hotlink: LINK TO MOLOK . There are
significant impacts to the City in terms of parking, waste pick-up and area
traffic. We are working with Councillor Layton on this in the hopes that we

Cumberland on a Tuesday night

HOMELESS IN THE GREATER YORKVILLE AREA

For persons sleeping in the parks, call: 
Troy Ford of Parks Ambassador at 416-771-3042.

For persons sleeping on the streets call:
Streets to Homes at 416-392-0090.

If not successful with the above numbers: call 311, advising them
of the situation and request that this be reported to Outreach,
which is opened 7 am–11 pm. They will forward the complaint and
are supposed to respond to the situation within four hours.

mailto:bybia@bloor-yorkville.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IueyQoXcZTI


YORKVILLE STREETLIGHTS….the dark paths of improvement.

For many months our community has been dealing with a problem with street lighting along Yonge Street 
where there is currently no street lighting at all between Bloor and Davenport. The danger to pedestrians and 
cyclists is obvious and GYRA has been working to resolve this with Councillor Michael Layton, the Bloor 
Yorkville BIA, Toronto Hydro and the City of Toronto. The cause of the situation is more complicated than 
meets the eye. Firstly, and quite surprisingly, the section of Yonge between College and Davenport has no 
traditional street light infrastructure except for a failing network of wall pack lights in sporadic locations. This 
serious deficit of critical lighting infrastructure has no clear solution proposed any time soon despite this 
being one of the busiest arteries in the City of Toronto. The section of Yonge Street in the Bloor-Yorkville area 
has benefited to some degree from the well-known blue lamp posts installed and maintained by the Bloor 
Yorkville BIA between Charles and Davenport, however these were never intended to be a substitute for the 
regular Toronto Hydro/City street lights. They are decorative lighting for our neighbourhood. However, over 
the course of the past year many of these lights have gone dark and GYRA is working with the BIA, Toronto 
Hydro, the City and the various developers currently building in our neighbourhood to assess responsibility 
for the necessary repairs. 

A meeting was convened by Councillor Layton at GYRA’s urging and a plan was developed to begin to take 
steps to improve the situation. An assessment was undertaken by Toronto Hydro to install new street lights at 
street intersections where power could be sourced from existing traffic light poles or from nearby poles on 
side street lights if possible. There is some progress on this initiative with a few new poles installed but no 
new lights to date. GYRA remains focused on this serious safety problem in our neighbourhood and will 
continue to monitor the situation and press for further action. 

Library is not looking to repair 
their exterior lights

Light out on 
Yorkville

No City lights on Yonge St. – Wood St. to Davenport



YORKVILLE PARK
This park has exceeded expectations in terms of serving as a resting spot and meeting place for Yorkville area
residents and visitors. In the summer, rock mountain literally becomes people mountain – especially the smaller
variety. However, success has its costs as the ensuing debris has become an issue. GYRA has been working with
both the BIA and the City and starting again this spring there will be increased frequency of clean-up crews
attending to the park. This certainly has helped but we continue to look for ways of improving the park
environment especially important since the number of users continues to grow.

JESSE KETCHUM PARK
The public realm of the park is now open. The opening ceremony took place of Friday Nov. 30th and several GYRA
members attended. Both previous Councillor Wong-Tam and newly elected Councillor Layton attended. It is small
but really nicely laid out so we encourage our residents to stop by and spend some quality time in this new gem.

ICEFEST – February 9th and 10th
This event is one that our residents truly enjoy. Whether we were out for a winter stroll or walking our dogs, all
agreed that the BIA organized another wonderful Ice Sculpture Contest. With so many works of art out on display,
GYRA was proud to support the BIA in this event by sponsoring a sculpture and our artist actually took first prize.
Icefest has become a defining statement for our neighbourhood and has provided our residents a much
appreciated winter happening by putting the harsh February weather to good use.

SUMMER MUSIC IN THE PARK: June 7 - Sept 9
Live music Fridays/Saturdays from 11:30-2:30 and Sundays/Statutory Holidays from 1:30-4:30 at the Village of
Yorkville Park. There will be a mix of acts: duo's, trio's and quartets playing a variety of genres such as Jazz, Latin,
Celtic and Pop.

YORKVILLE EXOTIC 9TH ANNUAL CAR SHOW: Father’s Day, June 16
This red-carpet event will take place on Bloor St. from 12:00-5:00. In order to accommodate all the cars, Bloor St.
from Avenue to Bay, Bellair St. from Bloor to Critchley Lane and St. Thomas St. from Bloor to Sultan will all be closed
to vehicular traffic.

TORONTO JAZZ FESTIVAL – June 21st to 30th.
This will be year three of great music filling our summer streets. The festival has been improving each of those
years and important to all of us, many of the negative impacts to our residents have decreased. In fact, their 2019
budget has included $200,000 for police to manage traffic, noise and crowds. This year the TJF will extend along
Bloor for opening weekend. We will advise you of the details of the programming and of the street closures as we
get closer to the event.

TORONTO FASHION WEEK – September 3rd to 5th

Yorkville…fashion. A natural fit that meshes well with the overall feeling and culture of our neighbourhood. This
past February’s week of fashion included many creative events like the Yorkville Village ice rink skate-off for best
moves and the gym-wear runway. Toronto Fashion Week is back again in the fall and will include a speaker series
with internationally renowned designers and industry experts, runway shows, special presentations at Equinox and
even an underground garage fashion show. It certainly looks like we can expect the same quality of previous shows
in the fall. As exclusive as this industry can be, GYRA has worked with the organizers to ensure there are events
open to our residents.

THE GYRA NEIGHBOURHOOD

The winning ice

Getting ready to play at Jesse Ketchum 
Fashion Week night in Canada

A look back at Jazz Fest 2018



GYRA making a difference at Charles and Yonge and Balmuto Sts...

A look at the new design coming

There will be a complete re-configuration of the interior of the building that eliminates that mall
corridor from Yonge to Balmuto which means the retail will have exterior entrances and that
requires a complete facelift of the exterior.

GYRA member residents have been
putting up with an eyesore at the
corners of Yonge, Charles and
Balmuto. GYRA initiated a series of
meetings with U of T, who is the the
owner of the building . They are now
going to take immediate action
through a major renovation of the
exterior as well as the elimination of
the interior mall portion of the site.

Current view from Yonge St.

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

PUBLIC REALM IMPROVEMENTS

Current view from Balmuto St.



OMB BECOMES LPAT…BECOMES OMB AGAIN
After years of concerns expressed by many of the Toronto residents, including GYRA, the previous
provincial government changed the way stakeholders could challenge proposed developments. It was
felt that the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) far too often rendered developer friendly decisions. To
address this, the then Ontario Government created the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT) which
came into effect in early 2018. Whereas the OMB placed the burden on the municipality and residents
to prove how proposals would harm their community, the new LPAT placed the burden on the
developers to justify non-compliance to each municipality’s long term “Official Plan” for development.
Sounds like a small change but it was a seismic one. For the first time, a city’s “Official Plan” played
the major role in the appeal process. Also, residents and resident groups could avoid the massive
costs of professional representation they were forced to take on. GYRA was very disappointed with
the recent announcement on May 2nd that our new provincial government has reversed this change
and we are going back to the developer friendly OMB rules. They will be keeping the LPAT name.

DEVELOPMENTS IN OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

YORK SQUARE – (north-east corner of Avenue Rd. and Yorkville Ave.) - developer Empire
Communities - condo/retail
Empire put the property on the market several months ago and has accepted a conditional proposal
to purchase the site. As of this publication it has not been finalized. However, we do expect the sale
to be finalized within the next month or so. Therefore, at this time, there is no scheduled start date
for this redevelopment.

11 YORKVILLE AVE – (south side mid-block between Yonge and Bay) – developer Metropia - 62
storey condo with a 2 storey retail podium at base - public parkland surrounding
No zoning approval yet. Developer hopes to be at Community Council in May or June, 2019.

80 BLOOR WEST – (next to and east of Harry Rosen) – developer Krugarand Corp. - condo with
retail/commercial
Mediation took place during the last week of February. There were some very positive suggestions to
work on an entire block re-development (Bloor, Bellair, Cumberland, Bay) as opposed to just one
overly tall building. The next meeting of the stakeholders will probably be sometime in June.

CUMBERLAND SQUARE (formerly Cumberland Terrace) – Kingsett is the developer.
The location is the south side of Cumberland between Bay St. and Yonge St. The proposal is for 3
condominium towers with retail and office. Approximate heights will be 50, 66 and 69 storeys. There
will also be a large public space facing Cumberland as well as connections to Bloor St. Parking will be
above ground enclosed using stackers. This proposal has gone into City Planning for their preliminary
review. This is a very large project that will dramatically change the block.

874-878 YONGE and 3-11 SCOLLARD - (SW corner of Yonge & Scollard) – developer Cityzen - 50+
storey condo proposal
Waiting for the LPAT decision.

MANULIFE CENTRE - (55 Bloor Street W) - Manulife refurbishment of the retail areas
The project is scheduled for completion by the summer/fall of 2019.

100 DAVENPORT (at Bay St.) – developer Diamante - 28 storey condominium proposed

Waiting for the LPAT decision.

121 AVENUE RD. (south of WEBSTER AVE) - currently a vacant lot

This is an 8 storey building w/ 2 floors of retail and 6 storeys of condos. Application was refused by

the Committee of Adjustments. This was appealed to the LPAT. Waiting for a decision.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES – cont’d



100 DAVENPORT (at Bay St.) – developer Diamante - 28 storey condominium proposed

Waiting for the LPAT decision.

121 AVENUE RD. (south of WEBSTER AVE) - currently a vacant lot

This is an 8 storey building w/ 2 floors of retail and 6 storeys of condos. Application was refused by

the Committee of Adjustments. This was appealed to the LPAT. Waiting for a decision.

50 SCOLLARD – (NE corner Bay & Scollard) - developer Lanterra – condominiums

Construction expected to begin in spring/summer 2019.

771 YONGE ST. – (SE corner of Yonge & Asquith) - developer Menkes - condo building with retail

It is going to the LPAT – GYRA is not involved.

1 BLOOR ST WEST (SW corner of Bloor & Yonge) – developer Mizrahi - condo/hotel/retail hotel -

No above ground permit issued yet. Site plan application is still being processed.

102-108 YORKVILLE AVE – developer First Capital - new retail buildings

Construction is now complete. One retailer has already opened.

1 YORKVILLE AVE - (corner of Yonge & Yorkville) – developer Bazis and Plaza Corp - condo with retail

Currently under construction and completion expected in spring 2020.

101 YORKVILLE AVE – developer First Capital - new building of retail and commercial

The demolition of the building was to begin in the fall of 2019 with completion of project expected to

take 18-24 months. However there is a possibility that this start date may be delayed. The two brick

houses directly to the west (that currently house the cigar store as one of the tenants) will be torn

down and a similar style building will be built but with entrances at street level. On top of the 2

houses and set back about 3 metres from the front of the building will be an addition that will closely

match the new building at 101 Yorkville. The plans are now with the City for approval.

189 AVENUE RD - (N of Davenport on E side) - Condo proposal with first floor retail -

This is heading to the LPAT on July 15th, 2019.

PARK HYATT HOTEL

Oxford Properties’ conversion of the south tower to luxury apartment rentals and the north tower is

being renovated and will continue as a hotel. There will be a 3-6 storey podium between the 2 towers

for meeting and banquet rooms, restaurants and spa. Completion is expected in 2020. The building

should be enclosed this fall so that interior work can begin.

8 CUMBERLAND ST – (corner of Yonge & Cumberland) - developer Great Gulf - condo/retail -

Demolition is well underway. Planning is waiting for site plan application.

33 YORKVILLE AVE – (across from the Four Seasons hotel) - developer Cresford - 2 towers (71 and 46

storeys) of condo/retail with public parking

Demolition has basically been completed. Applicant is working their way through fulfilling the pre-

approval conditions before getting final Site Plan Approval.

200 CUMBERLAND – corner of Avenue Rd. and Cumberland - developer Camrost-Felcorp –condo

and retail

Completion is scheduled for late 2019/early 2020. The lane currently closed on Cumberland is

scheduled to open in the spring or early summer, 2019.

88 CUMBERLAND – (corner of Cumberland & Bellair) - developer Minto - condo with retail
Top up and crane removal scheduled for late this summer. Occupancy is to begin in
October/November, 2019.

151 AVENUE RD - Dash Developments condo - (between Webster & Davenport)
Currently under construction – occupancy scheduled for fall/early winter, 2019.



SHORT TERM RENTALS

There is some up to date information regarding short term rentals as follows:

On December 7th 2017, City Council approved the regulation of short-term rentals in Toronto. Chapter 547,
Licensing and Registration of Short-term Rentals established rules including a new zoning bylaw regarding
short-term rentals, a licensing and registration program, as well as a municipal accommodation tax.

However, the City’s zoning bylaw amendments were appealed to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT). The
LPAT had scheduled a two-day hearing for August 30 and 31, 2018. At the hearing it was determined that two
days was insufficient time for the proceedings and a five day period would be more appropriate. For that
reason, the hearing was adjourned and re-scheduled for August 26, 2019.

For comments and suggestions please contact us at www.info@gyra.ca.

Help GYRA continue making a difference for our neighbourhood!

Thank you to our core group of volunteers who offer their time to
effectively advocate on behalf of all our member residents to make
our neighbourhood even better.

Alan Baker – President Bill Etherington – Vice President

Conde Stenson – Treasurer         Paul Bedford – Director        Bob Archambault - Director

Nespresso Yorkville is up for Sublease:
It appears that the popular Nespresso cafe/retail space at 159 Cumberland Street could close, as the space is
being listed for sublease. According to a listing by Oakmont Real Estate Services, the expansive building is for
sublease and is available as of September 1, 2019, with a sublease term of approximately nine years.

After the hearing it could take a number of weeks to render a decision. Once
made, ML&S will make the necessary adjustments to the bylaw and determine
next steps. Similar to the Noise Bylaw, it takes a few months to fully
implement back end processes, train staff and educate the public and industry
of the new rules.

Also see a recent article from CBC News….
LINK TO CBC NEWS

New proposed developments just outside of our boundaries:

210 Bloor St. West (between Avenue rd. and Bedford) 29 storey mixed use – retail and 42 residential units.

1075 Bay St. (Bay St. south of St. Mary) – 66 storey condominium development

http://www.info@gyra.ca
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/airbnb-listing-data-toronto-1.5116941

