
GYRA represents 39 condominium buildings and their 5,000+ residents within the area bound
by Avenue Rd., Yonge St., Charles St. and Ramsden Park Rd/Pears Ave.

GYRA provides a centralized voice for its member residents to ensure that issues impacting their quality
of life, security and prosperity are effectively positioned with our Municipal and Provincial Governments,
developers and business wherever needed.

GYRA strives to protect the historical and special areas of identity so as to preserve the unique character
and ambience of our neighbourhood.

Our newsletter is intended to update our residents on issues that GYRA is working on
which are affecting our neighbourhood. We hope that you find the information contained
in the newsletters of interest and helpful in understanding the issues that your residents’
association is advocating on your behalf.

TORONTO JAZZ FESTIVAL
In the last Newsletter we asked for your comments about the Toronto Jazz Festival held in Yorkville at the end
of June and we thank those who took the time to send their comments. Almost all of them were very positive
but there were a few on the negative side. GYRA met with the organizers to review the event and discussed a
number of issues that we feel need to be addressed to improve the event for our residents. The organizers
were very receptive to our comments and assured us that they would implement them for next year’s event.
We will be meeting with them again during their planning process.

TORONTO FASHION WEEK
We were pleased to welcome the Toronto Fashion Week (TFW) to Yorkville in early September just prior to the
Toronto Film Festival. We would like to invite our residents to send in your comments about the event to
info@gyra.ca . GYRA will be meeting with the organizers to review the event and will include comments from
our residents.

OPEN STREETS
As GYRA advised you in early summer, Open Streets returned again this year on August 20th and September
17th from 10:00 am-2:00 pm. This was an event that opened sections of Bloor and Yonge streets to only
pedestrians by closing the roads to vehicular traffic.

NOISE – Amplified Music
GYRA continued to meet with two patio establishments in the Yorkville core, Kasa Moto and Amber. Both
establishments had agreed to follow the guidelines that we had established as acceptable decibel levels after
11 pm. We are pleased to report that Kasa Moto by and large, has adhered to these decibel guidelines with
just a few issues that were quickly resolved. Unfortunately we had a number of incidents with Amber in the
last few months. Several complaints were filed with Municipal Licensing & Standards by our neighbourhood
residents for loud music from Amber after 11 pm. GYRA is disappointed with Amber’s conduct and the lack of
respect shown for our area residents. We will continue to pursue solutions that are available to us.
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NEW TORONTO NOISE BY-LAW
The most recent meeting of the Municipal Licensing and Standards (ML&S) Noise Bylaw review process was
held on September 27th. GYRA is an active participant in this process, along with the Toronto Noise Coalition
(TNC), which is comprised of residents’ associations from across the city. TNC continues to be concerned that
its recommendations are far from what ML&S is proposing. At this last meeting TNC presented a 40+ page
report with our recommendations to ML&S. Double click on the link HERE to read our recommendations
detailed after each section in the report. We will continue to have serious discussions with ML&S to bridge the
gaps in order to enact a strong new Noise Bylaw for the benefit of Toronto residents. Any comments or
suggestions you have may be directed to info@gyra.ca.

OMB (ONTARIO MUNICIPAL BOARD) REVIEW
GYRA’s last newsletter reported on the provincial government’s review of the OMB process approving building
development proposals that is generally viewed to be flawed and requiring change. GYRA and six other
downtown residents’ associations have joined together to form the Downtown Toronto Residents Associations’
Alliance (DTRAA), representing over 100,000 residents, to respond to the Government of Ontario’s Bill 139,
Building Better Communities and Conserving Watersheds Act. The bill is the result of a consultation process
lead by the Attorney General and Ministry of Municipal Affairs. DTRAA response to the bill include: the need
for a robust mediation process involving effective resident representation; clarity on definitions, such as Transit
Centres; and recognition that OMB successor body, the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT) appeals process
could duplicate the current and problematic de novo process, which the Alliance opposes. This is a very active
file and is a high priority for the Premier who wants the bill passed before the next election in June 2018.
DTRAA and its individual member residents’ associations have requested to appear before the legislature’s
Social Policy Standing Committee to which it is assigned. DTRAA’s submission can be found by double clicking
on the following link HERE.

HIGHEST AND BEST USE
“Highest and best use” is a measure used by the province’s Municipal Property Assessment Corporation 
(MPAC) for the assessment of a property’s value.  It is not based on the actual value of a building, but a site’s 
potential use as a significantly larger building. The result has been exorbitant property tax hikes to smaller 
commercial properties. As our Councillor Wong Tam is quoted in the Toronto Star piece, “MPAC is using the 
direct sales comparison of Yorkville’s 1 Bloor West development project at the corner of Yonge St. to forecast 
the highest and best use for every other commercial building on Yonge St.”  GYRA has serious concerns that 
this practice works against the proper development of our neighbourhood, as many storefronts that would 
serve residents and visitors to the area, cannot afford to stay in business due to high property taxation.  GYRA
has raised our concerns with our Councillor and supports her advocacy at the provincial level.  
Click HERE for the Toronto Star Article

LIGHTS OFF ON YONGE ST. SOUTH OF DAVENPORT/CHURCH TO BLOOR ST and COLLIER ST.
Street lights on this section of Yonge have been out of order for several months.  GYRA has been in discussions 
with Councillor Wong-Tam and her office, Toronto Hydro, the BIA, and Plaza Corp.(the 1 Yorkville Ave. 
developer) and Great Gulf (the 8 Cumberland’s developer) to seek a solution to this dangerous situation.  At 
GYRA’s instigation and coordinated by our Councillor’s office, a walkabout was held on the evening of July 4th. 
Unfortunately, after numerous exchanges with responsible stakeholders, this unacceptable situation remains 
the same.  However, thanks to Great Gulf and Plaza Corp., lighting has been installed in the laneway adjacent to 
Yonge St. on the west side from Yorkville Ave. to Cumberland St. We will continue our efforts to get this 
situation resolved. - Continued on next page
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BUILDING DEVELOPMENTS

BLOOR – YORKVILLE OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW
GYRA participated in the first Yorkville Local Advisory Committee consultation meeting organized by City 
Planner Oren Tamir and Councillor Wong-Tam to begin discussions to establish parameters for future 
development of the Yorkville area.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 11th and on October 17th a 
meeting of Toronto East York Community Council will be held to review the motion by City Planning, strongly 
supported by GYRA, to establish three meters as the minimum building set back from the property line.  This 
will provide generous sidewalk widths for pedestrians and continue to allow for pedestrian gathering places 
along Yorkville Ave., Cumberland St. and Bellair St. 

PARKING RESTRICTIONS AT CUMBERLAND/BELLAIR YORKVILLE INTERSECTIONS
The changes GYRA had requested have now been implemented and we have already seen an improvement in 
the traffic flow at these intersections.  We have asked Toronto Parking Enforcement to pay close attention to 
illegal parking at these intersections. 

ADVANCED GREEN LIGHT AT DAVENPORT AND BAY
GYRA has submitted a request to the City’s Traffic Department for an advanced green light to be installed at 
the intersection of Davenport Rd. and Bay St. to improve traffic flow for west bound traffic on Davenport Rd. 
waiting to make a left turn onto Bay St.  GYRA is working with the City to strike the right balance between 
pedestrian safety and traffic flow, with pedestrian safety remaining the main priority.

(Neighbourhood Issues Cont’d)

For background on these developments, please visit the City’s Yorkville Planning
Department’s portal, which can be found here: HERE

YORK SQUARE (the NE corner of Yorkville Ave. and Avenue Rd.) 
The OMB hearing was held in January 2017.  GYRA had Participant status and made a strong statement 
supporting the City’s opposition to the project.  A GYRA member who represented an adjacent condominium 
also made a statement in opposition to the proposed development.  The issues revolve around height and 
massing of the proposed condominium and the use of Section 37 money to finance the operation of an open 
square.  As of this date, we are still awaiting a decision from the OMB. 

1 BLOOR ST WEST (southwest corner of Bloor St. and Yonge St.) 
This development has approval for excavation but as of the preparation of this newsletter, approvals have not 
been given for above ground construction. The developer has recently made changes to the design, which has 
resulted in approval delays by City Planning. The exact timing of when the above grade construction will begin 
is not known at this time.  GYRA and its members, 35 and 21 Balmuto, have participated in the construction 
management process and will continue to do so as the project proceeds. This massive development will take 
several years to complete.

MANULIFE CENTRE (55 Bloor Street West)
Manulife’s $100 million renovation is underway.  Residents passing by the complex will have noticed that 
hoarding has been installed and there is a lane closure on the west side of Balmuto St.  GYRA organized a 
meeting with Manulife and members 35 and 21 Balmuto and 1121 Bay St. to discuss construction management 
issues including safety, security and traffic flow related to the renovation and those same issues when the 
Manulife Centre and 1 Bloor W. are both under construction at the same time. The Manulife project is 
scheduled to take about two years to complete.

http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=1be452cc66061410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD


100 DAVENPORT ROAD adjacent to Florian (88 Davenport Rd) and Domus (3 McAlpine)
As reported previously, Diamante Developments’ proposed 39 storey condominium was refused by the 
City.  Diamante is appealing to the OMB to amend the zoning by-law permitting the project to proceed.  
The OMB pre-hearing was held on April 25th and a mediation meeting was held on October 3rd, which 
did not result in a resolution.  A pre-hearing conference will be held on October 20th and the hearing 
will begin on February 26th, 2018.  GYRA, ABCRA, Domus, the Florian, the Belmont Nursing Home are 
Parties to the process.

48-58 SCOLLARD and 1315-1325 BAY (a high-end rental building located at the northeast corner of Bay 
St. and Scollard Ave.)
Approvals are in place, however no date has been set for the beginning of construction.  GYRA will 
continue to monitor developments and work to ensure a robust construction management plan is in 
place and executed. 

874-878 YONGE and 3-11 SCOLLARD (condominium - south west corner of Yonge St. & Scollard)
At 59 stories, this condominium proposed by Cityzen Development Group would be significantly higher 
than permitted by the City’s Official Plan.  This proposed development would set a new precedent for 
the Yorkville neighborhood and has met with strong community resistance.  The City refused the 
development. The developer has filed an appeal with the OMB.  The pre-hearing has been held and the 
hearing is scheduled for early 2018.  GYRA is opposed to this development as it now stands based on 
excessive height and density. GYRA was granted Party status and GYRA members, 18 Yorkville, 18 and 8 
Scollard, and 20 Collier were granted Participant status.  An OMB mediation date has not been set yet.  

771 YONGE ST (southeast corner of Yonge and Asquith, south across Asquith from the Reference 
Library)
Menkes Developments’ original proposal was for a 48 story, mixed-use condominium building.  While 
the heritage building would be retained and restored, GYRA has concluded that the development does 
not conform to key GYRA positions on key metrics such as set-backs, height, density, and building 
separation that contradict neighbourhood “Open Sky” and “Open Space” concepts.  The OMB pre-
hearing was held on July 27th.  GYRA was granted Party status and member 20 Collier Participant 
status. On the day of the pre-hearing, Menkes indicated it had revised its development plan.  GYRA is 
in the process of evaluating the new plan before it can take a position. 

TRATTORIA NERVOSA (the north east corner of Yorkville Ave. and Bellair St.)
GYRA received notice from the architect that the renovation is on hold for the time being per the 
owner’s instructions, but they hope it will proceed in the near future.

102-108 YORKVILLE AVE.
Construction is underway on the project.  The estimated construction time is 12-18 months, with 
completion scheduled towards the end of 2018 or early 2019. 

(Construction Issues Cont’d)

Have a neighbourhood issue? Need to find out more? Contact GYRA at: info@GYRA.ca
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President: Michael Landry Treasurer: Tara Whitney Hoeg

Vice President: Alan Baker Secretary: Bill Etherington

101 YORKVILLE AVE.
This building is currently occupied by Over the Rainbow and Summers Ice Cream, among other tenants.  It 
has been purchased by First Capital and will be demolished and replaced with a similar-sized building with 
spacious setbacks as well as laneways connecting Yorkville Ave. to Cumberland St.  The preliminary design 
that was presented to GYRA is encouraging in its respect for Yorkville’s character.  Demolition is scheduled 
to start following the completion of the properties across the street at 102-108 Yorkville, which is also 
owned by First Capital.

189 AVENUE Rd. (NORTH OF DAVENPORT RD.)
This is a mid-rise condominium project at the south east corner of Pears Ave. and Avenue Rd.  There is no 
update to report since our last Newsletter.

PARK HYATT HOTEL
No updates on the renovation plans since our last Newsletter.

(Construction Issues Cont’d)

Thank you to our core group of volunteers who offer their time to
effectively advocate on behalf of all our member residents to make our
neighbourhood even better.

In order to expand our advocacy in specific areas, we are in need of an
individual who practices municipal law and is willing to volunteer in our
efforts. Please contact us at www.info@gyra.ca.

Help GYRA continue making a difference for our neighbourhood!

http://www.info@gyra.ca

