
GYRA represents 41 condominium buildings and their approximately 9,000 residents within 
the area bounded by Avenue Rd., Yonge St., Charles St. and Ramsden Park Rd/Pears Ave.

GYRA provides a centralized voice for its member residents to ensure that issues impacting their quality 
of life, security and prosperity are effectively positioned with our Municipal and Provincial Governments, 
developers and businesses wherever needed.
GYRA strives to protect the historical and special areas of identity so as to preserve the unique character 
and ambience of our neighbourhood.            

Our newsletter is intended to update our residents on issues that GYRA is working on
which are affecting our neighbourhood. We hope that you find the information contained
in the newsletters of interest and helpful in understanding the issues that your Residents’
Association is advocating on your behalf.

TORONTO JAZZ FESTIVAL
With last year’s success, the Toronto Jazz Festival is returning to Yorkville on June 24th to July 3rd. We have
met with the organizers and improvements are being made that will enhance the experience for our residents
and visitors such as increased number of Paid Duty Officers and additional traffic signage. Programming details
will be available closer to event time.

TORONTO FASHION WEEK
We met with the organizers of Toronto Fashion Week (TFW) well before this February’s event to ensure that
significant changes were made so that the event would not negatively impact our neighbourhood, while still
providing a great experience for attendees. We’re happy to report that TFW was successful on both counts
with a wonderful event that was held inside Yorkville Village with very little street and no noise disruption. We
are in discussions with the organizers for their upcoming September event but there will be significant changes
from their event last September. Details will be communicated in our next newsletter.

NEW TORONTO NOISE BYLAW
At a meeting of the Licensing and Standards Committee held at City Hall, a motion was passed to continue
work on a new draft noise bylaw and that a draft proposal would be presented in the third quarter of 2019.
GYRA has been very active in the Noise Bylaw Working Group with the Toronto Noise Coalition (TNC), which is
comprised of residents’ associations from across the city. As we wrote in our last newsletter, the TNC was
concerned that after a year of consultations, the ML&S proposals would be far from adequate. We are
therefore happy that this process will continue with the hope that we will ultimately succeed in shaping a new
noise bylaw that will benefit all Toronto residents.

TORONTO POLICE SERVICES

As many of you may have read, budget constraints for Toronto Police Services (TPS) have created a situation
where TPS is reducing its number of police officers as several divisions are being amalgamated. In our
neighbourhood, 53 Division with headquarters located at Eglinton and Duplex is being amalgamated with 13
Division with their headquarters located at Eglinton and Allen Rd. We have met with Superintendent Shaun
Narine of the amalgamated division and Staff Sergeant James Hogan of 53 Division to discuss various issues in
the greater Yorkville area and how best to utilize the reduced staff. We feel that TPS is finding ways to be
helpful in responding to our needs and we will continue to meet with them on a regular basis.
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YORKVILLE PARK MAINTENANCE (CUMBERLAND ST.)
We are happy to report that as a result of GYRA’s persistence, the City’s Parks department has installed new 
wood on a number of the benches in Yorkville Park and have given out the contract to have all signage and 
their concrete structures steam cleaned and graffiti removed.  Regular maintenance continues to be a 
challenge because the City only allocates staff twice a week for about one hour each time for this purpose.  
Gravel installed in three sections of the park make it extremely difficult to pick up cigarette butts and other 
waste.  This problem does not exist where there are paving stones or other materials that allow for effective 
maintenance.  GYRA’s request to have the gravel replaced with a material that can be easily swept, while 
keeping the overall character of the park, is working its way through various City departments.  In the 
meantime, we are working on other possibilities to improve overall park maintenance and hope to have 
specific information for next newsletter. 

JESSE KETCHUM PARK (BAY AND DAVENPORT)

After many years of City planning and stakeholder consultation, and Councillor Wong-Tam’s leadership, a 
significant refurbishment of the Jesse Ketchum Park is close to being realized.  While no starting date has been 
set, it appears that it will be quite soon.  

STOLLERY PARKETTE (YONGE AND DAVENPORT)

We are also pleased to report that when the steam cleaning of the Yorkville Park’s signage takes place, City 
Parks will have the pigeon-stained benches and other areas in the Frank Stollery Parkette cleaned as well. 

Ice Fest’s Egypt Tree Lighting Magic Luminati hits Yorkville

WARD BOUNDARY CHANGES 
The new ward boundaries for the City have now been finalized.  Our Ward (27) is being divided basically into 
two wards.  As of this newsletter, Councillor Wong-Tam has not announced where she will run in the next 
municipal elections.  Nominations are open from May 1 to July 27, 2018, so we expect to hear from her shortly.

ONTARIO MUNICIPAL BOARD (OMB )

As of April 3, 2018, the OMB has been replaced by the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT). This is a positive 
change for those who feel that development in the City needed to be more responsive to the concerns of local 
residents. There is still quite a backlog of developments making their way through the LPAT under the old OMB 
guidelines which is expected to run into 2019.  We will continue to be diligent in addressing these 
developments.

LIGHTS OFF ON YONGE ST. SOUTH OF DAVENPORT/CHURCH TO BLOOR ST and COLLIER ST.
After many months of street lights being out of order on this section of Yonge and on Collier Street, 
unfortunately there are many that still aren’t working.  This has been a painfully slow process, considering the 
ongoing safety and security risks that continue and that we have reported in previous newsletters.  We will 
continue our efforts to restore complete lighting. Many of these lights belong to the Bloor-Yorkville BIA and 
they have advised us that they are working on the problem. - Continued on next page
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NEW CONDOMINIUM ACT OF ONTARIO – BILL 106
A few months ago, GYRA organized a seminar with condominium legal experts from the law firm of 

Shibley Righton.  This well-attended seminar was directed to condo boards of our member buildings.  The 
seminar focused on new legal obligations that will impact condominiums the most such as the new rights of 
owners, increased communications to owners, as well as new obligations and required training for all 
condominium board members. You will no doubt be receiving information from your property management. 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES

YORK SQUARE – condominium/retail proposal - (NE corner of Yorkville & Avenue Rd.) 

As previously reported, the OMB hearing was held in January 2017.  As of this newsletter, we are still 
awaiting a decision and have no information from the LPAT (formerly OMB) as to when that might be. 

1 BLOOR ST. WEST – condominium/hotel/retail proposal - (SW corner of Bloor & Yonge) 

This development has approval for excavation but as of this newsletter, approvals have not been given for 
above ground construction.  The developer has made changes to the design, which has resulted in approval 
delays by City Planning.  The exact timing of when the above grade construction will begin is not known at this 
time.  GYRA and its members, 35 and 21 Balmuto, have participated in the construction management process 
and will continue to do so as the project proceeds.  This massive 85 storey development will take 4-5 years to 
complete.

MANULIFE CENTRE (55 Bloor St. West) 
Manulife’s $100 million renovation is well underway.  GYRA organized a second meeting with Manulife and 
members of 35 and 21 Balmuto and 1121 Bay St. to discuss construction management issues including traffic 
flow related to the renovation. We also discussed those same issues if the Manulife Centre and 1 Bloor W. 
construction overlap for a period of time. The project is scheduled to be completed by the summer of 2019.

100 DAVENPORT RD. – condo proposal – (adjacent to Florian at 88 Davenport Rd & Domus at 3 McAlpine)
As reported previously, the Diamante Development’s proposed a 39 storey condominium was refused by the 
City.  Diamante appealed to the OMB to amend the zoning bylaw permitting the project to proceed.  The 
developer lowered the proposed height of the tower to 29 storeys.  The OMB hearing, which began February 
26th is now completed.  The next step is for the LPAT to issue its decision approving or refusing the 
development. 

- Continued on next page



189 AVENUE RD. – 11 storey condo proposal with first floor retail - (N of Davenport on E side) 
This is a mid-rise condominium project at the south east corner of Pears Ave. and Avenue Rd. with 
approximately 23 residential units.  The developer filed an appeal and there was a pre-hearing 
conference on Feb. 1, 2018 and another one is scheduled for Sept. 18, 2018. 

48-58 SCOLLARD ST. and 1315-1325 BAY ST. – condo/mixed-use (NE corner of Bay & Scollard)
This development was originally scheduled to be a high end 41-storey mixed-use rental building.  
However the site has been sold to Lanterra who will be building a condo/mixed use building while 
keeping the current approvals for size, density and built form.  The sales office will be located on 
Scollard St. opening sometime over the next couple of months and construction will begin sometime 
in early 2019.  GYRA has met with the developers and will continue to monitor developments and 
work to ensure a robust construction management plan is in place and properly executed. 

874-878 YONGE ST. and 3-11 SCOLLARD ST. - condo proposal (SW corner of Yonge & Scollard)
At 59 storeys, this condominium proposed by Cityzen Development Group would be significantly 
higher than permitted by the City’s Official Plan and was refused by City Council on the 
recommendation of the Planning Department.  As previously reported, it would set a new precedent 
for the Yorkville neighborhood on many counts, including its very small lot size, excessive height and 
density, vehicle access and other issues.  It has met with strong community resistance.  The developer 
appealed to the OMB and the hearing, which began March 26th still has a few more days of hearings 
to go as of this writing.  GYRA and ABC Residents Association were granted Party status and GYRA 
members, 18 Yorkville, 8 Scollard and 20 Collier were granted Participant status; all are in opposition.  
Following the completion of the hearing, the LPAT will render its decision to approve or refuse the 
development, which could take quite some time, perhaps into 2019.

771 YONGE ST. – condominium/retail proposal - (SE corner of Yonge & Asquith) 
Menkes Developments’ original proposal was for a 48 storey, mixed-use condominium building. GYRA 
was granted Party status for the OMB appeals process and GYRA member 20 Collier was granted 
Participant status.  Menkes subsequently proposed a revised plan with a 26 storey building. With this 
substantial change and other modifications, GYRA and 20 Collier were satisfied with the revised 
proposal development and both have withdrawn from the hearing. The City Planning Department 
supports the revised proposal.  However, two of the development’s neighbours are continuing to 
oppose the proposal.

102-108 YORKVILLE AVE. - new build retail space by First Capital
Construction is well underway on the project and is scheduled for completion towards the end of 
2018 or early 2019.  The new buildings will be the same height as the ones being replaced and the 
set-back from the property line will be 3 metres.

101 YORKVILLE AVE. - new build retail space to be developed by First Capital Realty
This building is currently occupied by Over the Rainbow and Summers Ice Cream, among other 
tenants.  It has been purchased by First Capital and will be demolished and replaced with a similar-
sized building with spacious setbacks as well as laneways connecting Yorkville Ave. to Cumberland St.  
While there is still some design work to be completed, the preliminary design presented to GYRA is 
encouraging in its respect for Yorkville’s character.  Demolition is scheduled to start in the spring of 
2019 and take approximately 18 months to complete. 

Have a neighbourhood issue? Need to find out more? Contact GYRA at: info@GYRA.ca

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES – cont’d
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PARK HYATT HOTEL

The conversion of the Park Hyatt Hotel south tower to long-term rental units and the upgrading of the north 
tower hotel have begun.  A two storey podium will be built between the two towers.  It is expected that the 
bar on top of the south tower will be re-opened.  Estimated time for completion is the fourth quarter of 
2019.  

151 AVENUE RD. – condominium development - (between Webster & Davenport Rd.)

This is a condominium development by Dash Development.  It comprises of 10 storeys and approximately 72 
units.  Construction has begun and completion is expected in the fall of 2019.

1 YORKVILLE AVE. – condo development with retail - (corner of Yonge & Yorkville)

This 58 storey condominium building with retail in the heritage buildings along Yonge St. is expected to be 
completed in about two years.  Construction is underway above grade on the tower and the lane closure on 
Yonge St. has been removed.  The developers are Bazis and Plaza Corp.

8 CUMBERLAND ST. – condo proposal with retail - (corner of Yonge & Cumberland)

This is an approved 51 storey condominium building with retail in the heritage buildings on Yonge St.  The 
developer is Great Gulf which built 1 Bloor St. East. Demolition of the buildings on Cumberland St. that are 
not designated as Heritage, is expected to begin by the end of May.

33 YORKVILLE AVE. - condo/retail/public parking development (between Bay & Yonge) 

This is a 2 tower condominium project by Cresford Developments; one tower is 60 storeys and the other 
tower is 40 storeys.  The project is scheduled to begin the demolition of the buildings located at 26-30 
Cumberland and 27-29 Yorkville Ave sometime this May. Demolition of the Toronto Parking Authority (TPA) 
garage on Yorkville Ave is scheduled to begin in late May or June.  The project will take about four years to 
complete and the developer estimates that the underground replacement parking garage with 800 spaces 
will be completed in about two years. The temporary loss of the garage will definitely put a strain on parking 
in the Yorkville neighbourhood.    

200 CUMBERLAND ST. - (formerly the old Four Seasons site)

Camrost-Feldcorp, the developer of this project has advised that the new tower is expected to reach its 
finished height by late June.  While installation of the windows is already underway, occupancy for the 
lower half of the building is scheduled to begin in spring 2019.  Occupancy for the upper half is scheduled to 
begin in spring 2020.

88 CUMBERLAND ST. – condo development with retail - (corner of Cumberland & Bellair) 

This is a condominium development by Minto comprising 25 floors with two floors of retail.  The 
construction has now reached ground level and first occupancy is scheduled for July 2019 with project 
completion expected to be November 2019.

80 BLOOR ST. WEST – condominium/retail/commercial proposal (just east of Harry Rosen)

An application by Krugarand Corporation has been made for a 68 storey mixed-use building replacing the 
existing 18 storey building which will be demolished.  The proposal indicates 565 condominium units with 5 
floors of underground parking.  The developer has taken the project to the OMB.  GYRA has been granted 
Party status along with ABC Residents’ Association.  There will be an effort to mediate a resolution, failing 
which a Hearing will be scheduled sometime in 2019.

11 YORKVILLE AVE.  – condominium development

Metropia is the developer of the newest condominium development in our neighbourhood which will be 
about 60 storeys with public space around the project.  No application has been submitted yet.  There will 
be a public consultation in the near future and GYRA will advise all members of the date, time and place. 

(Construction Issues Cont’d)



Alan Baker – President Michael Landry – Immediate Past President

Tara Whitney Hoeg Bill Etherington Paul Bedford

For comments and suggestions please contact us at www.info@gyra.ca.

Help GYRA continue making a difference for our neighbourhood!

Thank you to our core group of volunteers who offer their time to
effectively advocate on behalf of all our member residents to make
our neighbourhood even better.

We are pleased to welcome Paul Bedford as the newest member of GYRA’s Executive
Committee. Paul was Toronto's Chief City Planner from 1996-2004. Since 2004, he was
Adjunct Professor of City Planning at the U of T and Ryerson University, served on the
Board of Directors of Metrolinx and the National Capital Commission. He is currently
Chair of the Waterfront Toronto Design Review Panel, a member of the U of T Design
Review Panel and conducts the annual Urban Land Institute leadership program. Paul
brings a wealth of skills, knowledge and experience that will help GYRA fulfill its mission
for our residents.
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