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COMMUNITY SAFETY AND TRAFFIC 
Bay & Davenport Traff ic Signals and Pedestr ian Crossings 
The timing of the traffic signals continue to pose a grave danger to pedestrians who encounter moving vehicles 
failing to yield while they are using the cross walks.  GYRA has relentlessly pursued this matter with Councillor 
Wong-Tam and 53 Division since September 2013.   Measures implemented including a 5-second delay for 
pedestrians to commence crossing before vehicles move forward, and a reduction in the speed limit, are 
ineffectual in improving pedestrian safety.  The re-evaluation by City senor engineers ordered by Councillor 
Wong-Tam in September 2014 has yet to be carried out.  GYRA is in regular contact with the Councillor’s office to 
ensure this hazardous situation is not overlooked.  
 
DEVELOPMENT 
York Square 33-45 Avenue Road & 140-148 Yorkvil le Avenue 
Public community meeting January 22, 2014 notes:  

• The heritage listed houses are now designated under the Ontario Heritage Act and will no longer be 
demolished and will be integrated into the new development 

• Proposed 40-storey, 128 metres plus mechanical penthouse 
• 330 dwelling units 
• Retail/commercial in the first three storeys 
• 284 parking spaces with 350 bicycle parking spaces underground accessed via Avenue Road 
• The proposed height should step down from the Bloor Street height ridge and not exceed the height of the 

39-storey 21 Avenue Road tower under construction 
• Exterior will feature more solid materials and less glass 
• Pursuant to OPA 203, the height and massing will not protrude above any part of the silhouette of the 

Ontario Legislative building 
• Small public space with three sides enclosed and skylight 
•  Extensive shadowing over the East Annex and Yorkville-Hazelton HCD areas.  To the west, the 

September shadow extends as far as Elgin Avenue, and to the east as far as Bay Street 
• GYRA buildings along Avenue Road also adversely affected by shadowing  
• Residential access on Avenue Road 
• GYRA residents surrounding the site concerned at proposed traffic movement 
• A working group will be convened by Councillor Wong-Tam  

 
Manuli fe Centre Expansion 
Pursuant to the presentation made to the GYRA Board in January 2015, the Board was satisfied with the City’s  
treatment of the Bloor & Bay and Bloor & Balmuto corners that provides more pedestrian space and openness.  
GYRA wrote: 
 
From:	   GYRA	  	  
Sent:	   January-‐21-‐15	  	  
To:	   James	  Parakh	  Toronto	  &	  East	  York	  Urban	  Design	  Manager	  (jparakh@toronto.ca)	  
Cc:	   Ron	  Palmer	  BYBIA;	  Briar	  de	  Lange	  BYBIA;	  GYRA	  Executive	  Committee	  	  
Subject:	  Manulife	  Centre	  Expansion	  Design	  Changes	  
Attachments:	  	  City	  suggested	  revisions	  dec	  2014.pdf	  	  
	  
James:	  
	  
The	  attached	  revisions	  were	  circulated	  to	  the	  GYRA	  Board	  of	  Directors.	  	  The	  Board	  responded	  positively	  	  
to	  the	  City	  designed	  Bloor	  &	  Bay	  and	  Bloor	  &	  Balmuto	  corners	  that	  would	  provide	  additional	  pedestrian	  	  
space	  and	  openness,	  and	  favour	  the	  City	  design	  over	  that	  proposed	  by	  Manulife.	  
	  	  
Sincerely,	  
Gee	  Chung	  
President	  
THE	  GREATER	  YORKVILLE	  RESIDENTS’	  ASSOCIATION	  
www.GYRA.ca	  	  info@gyra.ca	  



 
Ridpath's 906 Yonge Street & 25 McMurrich Street 
In November 2014, the OMB ruled in favour of a 13-storey residential building on Yonge Street, but dismissed the 
proposed 30-storey residential building on McMurrich Street describing McMurrich Street as a Neighborhood, Low 
Rise with mid-rise street.” 
 
One Yorkvi l le (838-848 Yonge Street) Bazis Inc. 
For details, see GYRA October 2014 Report. 

APPROVED DEVELOPMENTS 
21 Avenue Road 
Acting on information about a Committee of Adjustment application seeking minor change approval, GYRA wrote: 
	  
From:	  GYRA	  	  	  	  
Sent:	  January-‐12-‐15	  	  	  
To:	  David	  Simor	  –	  Office	  of	  Councillor	  Wong-‐Tam	  
Cc:	  Alan	  Baker	  175	  Cumberland,	  GYRA	  Executive	  Committee	  	  	  
Subject:	  RE:	  21	  Avenue	  Road	  Committee	  of	  Adjustment	  Application	  
	  
David:	  
Councillor	  should	  be	  aware	  that	  our	  community	  pressed	  unrelentingly	  for	  set-‐backs,	  inch	  by	  inch,	  to	  maximize	  
sidewalk	  widths,	  and	  we	  would	  be	  loathed	  to	  lose	  those	  hard	  fought	  gains.	  
Gee-‐GYRA	  
 
94 Cumberland Street (MintoUrban Development Services Inc) 
The demolition of 94 Cumberland and new build of a 22-storey (75.7 metres plus 5.5 metre mechanical 
penthouse), mixed-use building with 127 residential units and 87 parking spaces in 5 levels of underground 
parking is imminent.  GYRA wrote: 
 
From:	  GYRA	  	  	  	  
Sent:	  January-‐14-‐15	  	  
To:	  Councillor	  Kristyn	  Wong-‐Tam	  	  	  
Cc:	  GYRA	  Executive	  Committee,	  	  David	  Homer	  BIA	  Traffic	  Committee	  	  
Subject:	  MINTO	  94	  Cumberland	  Demolition	  and	  Construction	  Staging	  
	  
Councillor:	  
	  
We	  understand	  demolition	   and	   construction	   at	   94	  Cumberland	   is	   imminent.	   	   	  We	  would	   request	   a	   schedule	   of	   the	  
demolition	  and	  construction	  phases,	  and	  where	  the	  construction	  staging	  will	  take	  place.	   	  We	  understand	  the	  project	  
manager	   does	   not	   feel	   Genoa	   Lane	   is	   feasible.	   	   GYRA	   is	   opposed	   to	   construction	   staging	   on	   either	   Cumberland	   or	  
Bellair,	   since	   lane	   closures	  will	   severely	   constrict	   these	  busy	   streets,	   and	   further	   exacerbate	   congestion	  during	   the	  
morning	  and	  afternoon	  rush	  hour	  periods.	  	  	  
	  
Your	  assistance	  to	  confine	  construction	  staging	  within	  the	  footprint	  of	  the	  development	  site	  will	  be	  much	  appreciated.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
Gee	  Chung	  
President	  
THE	  GREATER	  YORKVILLE	  RESIDENTS’	  ASSOCIATION	  
www.GYRA.ca	  	  info@gyra.ca	  
 
 
 
URBAN MATTERS 
Hazelton Lanes Trademark “Yorkvi l le Vil lage” 
The Bloor-Yorkville Community erupted in anger when it was learned from ABC Residents’ Association that First 
Capital, the owner of the Hazelton Lanes shopping mall, had applied to trademark “Yorkville Village” as their new 
name for the mall currently undergoing a major renovation. Also applied for is trademark for “Yorkville Village 
Design.”   ABC immediately sought legal advice, filed a statement of opposition, and learned: 



• The	  City	   can	   join	   the	  word	  mark	  YORKVILLE	  VILLAGE	  opposition	  by	   sending	   a	  
letter	  to	  the	  Canadian	  Trade-‐mark	  Opposition	  Board.	  

• The	   City	   can	   obtain	   an	   Official	   Mark	   under	   the	   Canadian	   Trade-‐marks	   Act	   for	  
“VILLAGE	   OF	   YORKVILLE”.	   This	   special	   protection	   is	   only	   available	   to	  
government	  authorities,	  universities	  and	  public	  authorities.	  

• An	  Official	  Mark	  would	  prevent	  the	  registration	  of	  both	  of	  the	  applications.	  	  	  
	  
The Bloor-Yorkville Community requested Councillor Wong-Tam to instruct City Legal Department, GYRA wrote: 
	  
From:	  GYRA	  	  	  	  
Sent:	  January-‐30-‐15	  	  
To:	  'Councillor	  Wong	  tam'	  	  
Cc:	  Mayor	  John	  Tory,	  ABC,	  YBBA,	  BIA,	  GYRA	  Executive	  Committee	  	  
Subject:	  	  Official	  Marks	  -‐	  Village	  of	  Yorkville	  	  
Attachments:	   Yorkville	  Village	  KWT	  BIA	  30	  Jan	  2015.pdf;	  Yorkville	  Village	  SIM	  Jan	  2015.pdf	  
	  
Councillor:	  
	  
GYRA	  fully	  supports	  our	  Bloor-‐Yorkville	  Community	  partners	  request	  that	  you	  promptly	  instruct	  City	  Legal	  
Department	  to	  obtain	  an	  Official	  Mark	  under	  the	  Canadian	  Trade-‐marks	  Act	  for	  “VILLAGE	  OF	  YORKVILLE.”	  	  
	  
The	  “Village	  of	  Yorkville”	  moniker	  is	  of	  great	  historical	  significance	  to	  our	  community,	  and	  symbolizes	  the	  	  
second-‐oldest	  community	  in	  the	  Toronto	  region,	  the	  first	  to	  be	  annexed.	  	  	  
	  
Yours	  sincerely,	  
Gee	  Chung	  
President	  
THE	  GREATER	  YORKVILLE	  RESIDENTS’	  ASSOCIATION	  
www.GYRA.ca	  	  info@gyra.ca	  
	  
	  
Queen’s Park North Revital ization 
Queen’s Park is one of the oldest parks in Canada, and home to a significant number of mature trees, including 
some of the oldest City oak trees.  GYRA is one of the many organizations providing input to sustain the natural 
beauty, and enhance community enjoyment including: 
 

• Restoration of  walkways and connections for better community access 
• Regeneration of the urban forest 
• Renewal of  seating and lighting 
 
 

 

 

  

	   	  



	  

	  

	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  
	  
	  

	  


