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THE BLOOR-YORKVILLE COMMUNITY 
In 2001, the Bloor-Yorkville Business Improvement Area (BIA) invited the Yonge Bloor Bay Business Association (YBBA), 
the Greater Yorkville Residents' Association (GYRA), the ABC Residents' Association (ABCRA), and Community History 
Project (CHP) to collaborate with the BIA in creating the Bloor-Yorkville Urban Design Guidelines.  This initiative brought 
together, for the very first time, the five Yorkville area stakeholders, to present a united vision in advancing the area's long 
term development interests.  William Greer, Jean Cuddy and Gee Chung represented GYRA. Thanks to Bob Saunderson, 
BIA chair at that time, for inviting the residents’ associations to participate in 2001. 
 
Since the first collaboration of the Bloor-Yorkville Community fourteen years ago, the Community has continued to work 
cooperatively and collaboratively on many issues affecting both the residential and business communities, the latest being 
the creation of the Bloor-Yorkville/North Midtown Planning Framework & Implementation Strategy completed  this 
summer.  William Greer and Gee Chung represented GYRA. 
 
The Bloor-Yorkville BIA was founded in 1985 in response to tremendous commercial, retail, residential and tourist growth 
that began in Toronto at that time. 
 
The BIA has a membership of nearly 1,800 businesses.  All businesses located in commercial assessed buildings, within 
the BIA boundaries and pay business taxes, are automatically BIA members.  A special levy is applied to the tax base. 
 
The BIA mandate is to improve, beautify and maintain municipally owned lands, buildings, and structures in the area 
beyond such improvement, beautification, and maintenance provided at the expense of the City of Toronto; and to 
promote the Bloor-Yorkville Business Improvement Area as a business and shopping area.  
 
The BIA was created specifically to develop and implement streetscape beautification and promotional programs with a 
view to increasing business revenues and tourism in the area.  These projects are financed through a  levy, which is 
applied to all businesses located within the geographical boundaries of the BIA.  The administration of these programs 
and projects are the responsibility of the Board of Management.  A proud achievement of the BIA is the $20 million Bloor 
Street Transformation led by Bob Saunderson. 
 
The Yonge Bloor Bay Business Association was founded ninety-five years ago in 1920 to enrich the lives of all those who 
work and live in the greater Yorkville community; and to promote the development of the Yorkville community as a 
desirable shopping, business, professional, commercial and residential community.   
 
GYRA was founded in 1990 when the directors of the Renaissance Plaza invited neighbouring condominium boards to 
meet to discuss matters of common interest.  The initial mandate was to develop strategies to alleviate traffic and to 
monitor the impact of escalating development proposals. In 1994, GYRA initiated the "Greater Yorkville Traffic Study" 
which incorporated recommendations to the City Councillor for the improvement of traffic flow within the area.   
 
GYRA's mission is to provide a forum for achieving consensus on issues of shared community concern.  GYRA is the 
collective voice for condominium/co-operative building residents to participate in decision making around issues affecting 
our neighbourhood; and to ensure a satisfactory balance between residential, commercial, and visitor interests.  GYRA 
represents over 5,000 residents living in thirty condominium and co-op buildings. 
 
ABC Residents Association was founded in 1957 with aims to monitor changes in the neighbourhood and to improve life in 
the community.   Represents single family homes, and one or two multi-unit dwellings. 
 
Community History Project was founded in 1983 by historian Jane Beecroft, and houses an extensive research library and 
special collections such as the Tyrrell Collection of glass plate negatives of Artic explorations (Joseph Burr Tyrell and his 
brother James surveyed the Artic in 1893 and 1894 as members of the Geological Survey of Canada.  Joseph Tyrell 
discovered the first dinosaur bones in Alberta’s Badlands in 1884), and a priceless archive of documents, maps, and 
photographs of early-Toronto. 

http://www.gyra.ca/
mailto:info@gyra.ca
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GYRA Executive Committee Election 02 November 2015 
Biographies for Michael Landry seeking office of the president, and Alan Baker seeking office of the vice-president: 
 
Michael Landry 
I live in the Yorkville area at the Florian, 88 Davenport Road, where my wife and I were among its first residents three years ago. I 
joined GYRA’s Board a year ago and have been an active and engaged member.  

Of note, I am leading GYRA’s advocacy efforts on the dangerous conditions facing pedestrians crossing the Bay and Davenport 
intersection and support GYRA and its members in their interventions on challenges facing them. I am also facilitating GYRA’s 
strategic planning review process.     

Our neighborhood is and will continue to undergo transformational change for the foreseeable future. GYRA has established itself as a 
leading voice in representing its members’ interests.  

My objective and challenge as President would be to build on GYRA’s strong record of advocating that the right balance be struck 
between the neighborhood’s explosive growth and preserving the best of Yorkville’s character, so that it continues to be one of the 
most desirable neighborhoods in the city in which to live.    

I have held senior positions in the private and public sectors, with extensive experience in public policy, public affairs and advocacy, 
on a wide range of diverse and complex issues and files. I am the founder and principal of Davenport Advisory Inc., was Vice 
President, Corporate Development at Manulife Financial and before that served in senior roles, culminating as chief of staff to the late 
Larry Grossman as Minister successively of Industry, Health and Finance.  

I have a long history of serving on boards of not for profit organizations including the Toronto Financial Services Alliance, the North 
York Harvest Food Bank among others.  
 
Alan Baker 
I have lived in the Yorkville area at the Renaissance Plaza for approximately 15 years.  I was the co-owner and president of Visage 
Cosmetics Limited until we sold it 2 years ago and am now retired.  
  
I was President of Maple Downs Golf Club and over the years served on their board in various positions.  Currently I am the President 
of the Board of Directors of the Renaissance Plaza condominium at 175 Cumberland St. having recently been re-elected to a 2nd three 
year term.  
  
I have been the active GYRA representative for my condominium for approximately 2 years and have been instrumental in moving 
several initiatives forward such as the advanced green light at Yorkville and Avenue Rd. as well as issues related to noise, 
motorcycles, safety and lane closures.  I am currently involved in helping with GYRA’s strategic planning review for consideration 
and discussion by the board.  I was also part of a small group of condo building representatives that negotiated favourable results with 
the developer of the old Four Seasons Hotel site.  
  
As we all know, the greater Yorkville area has been and will continue to go through significant changes to the neighbourhood that will 
affect our residents. GYRA has been the leading voice that has represented the interests of the condominium residential community 
for many years.  As your Vice-president my goal would be to build on that record focusing on being proactive in working with our 
Councillor and the many City departments to help ensure that the growth within our neighbourhood positively affects our residents 
that we have pledged to represent 
 
 
GYRA Strategic Planning  
For details see October 2015 Report. 
It was agreed at the April 2015 meeting that Laurence Bernstein would take the lead in drafting guiding mission and vision 
statements, with the assistance of Michael Landry and Alan Baker.   
 
The present mission statement: “GYRA provides a forum for achieving consensus on issues of shared community 
concern” and the present vision statement “GYRA’s policies and strategic plans are developed in accordance with 
objectives defined by its membership, in order to optimize the security, prosperity, and quality of life of the 
community.”   
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And the Objectives stated in the GYRA By-Laws: 
 
“To be a collective voice for persons living in condominium / cooperative residences within the territorial area to 
enable them to participate in the decision making around issues affecting their neighbourhood. 
 
To ensure a satisfactory balance between residential, commercial, and visitor interests. 
 
To protect historical legacies and special areas of identity so as to preserve the unique character / ambience of 
the area. 
 
To maintain and improve the safety, security, prosperity, and livability of the area by vigorously addressing all 
environmental issues.  
 
To keep members informed of all pertinent community issues and events. 
 
To ensure that the voice of the community is heard by municipal and provincial elected representatives.” 
 
At the October 2015 GYRA board meeting, it was again agreed that Laurence Bernstein would take the lead in drafting 
guiding mission and vision statements, with the assistance of Messrs. Landry and Baker, and a   meeting be held in the 
New Year to  discuss and establish members’ priorities. 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY AND TRAFFIC 
Toronto Police Service 52 Division Community Police Liaison Committee Town Hall Meeting 

Reacting to the recent increase in gun violence in the 52 Division purview and beyond, the CPLC will host a town hall 

meeting on Wednesday, November 25, 2015, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm at the OCAD Auditorium, 100 McCaul Street, to hear 

police strategies to combat guns and gangs violence, and crime prevention measures.  A flyer will be circulated and all 

residents are invited to attend. 
 
Yorkville Police Foot Patrols 

Police Chief Mark Saunders has yet to respond to the Bloor-Yorkville Community’s May 2015 letter. ABC Residents’ 

Association confirmed their organization initiated the letter and will follow-up with the Chief. 

 
From: John Caliendo ABC Co-President 
Sent: October-29-15   
To: Gee Chung GYRA  
Cc: Valentine Lovekin BIA Chair; Briar de Lange BYBIA; Charlotte Janssen YBBA; Ian Carmichael ABC; Alan Baker; 
Barry Campbell; Michael Landry  
Subject: Re: Community Policing 
 
Yes, of course--- I am back from Europe next Thursday and our board meets on Nov 10th ---- we'll undertake a follow-up. 
 
From: Gee Chung GYRA    
Sent: October-29-15   
To: John Caliendo ABC  
Cc: 'Valentine Lovekin'; Briar de Lange BYBIA; Charlotte Janssen YBBA; GYRA Executive Committee; Ian Carmichael 
ABC; Alan Baker;  Barry Campbell; Michael Landry   
Subject: FW: Community Policing 
 
Now that we have clearly established ABC initiated the May 2015 letter to the Chief, I would suggest ABC take the lead 
again and prepare a follow-up to the Chief, without further ado, to get this ball rolling in the right direction.  John, would 
you kindly confirm ABC will act on this suggestion.  Alan Baker has offered to assist you. Thank you in anticipation. 
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From: Briar de Lange Executive Director BIA 
Sent: October-29-15  
To:  John Caliendo ABC Co-President 
Cc:  Gee Chung GYRA; Charlotte Janssen YBBA President; Ian Carmichael ABC Co-President 
Subject:   Community Policing 
  
Our intention was to cooperate by signing off on the community letter and in fact, we assisted further and administrated 
the process, as a courtesy and in good spirit of supporting your request.  Perhaps, this action led certain members of 
GYRA (not Gee) to assume that the BIA was leading the charge on this matter and the ‘tone’ has become quite 
unpleasant.  
  
Our BIA does not have a Police Liaison & Safety Committee, but the YBBA does.   Overall, we are not getting complaints 
from our members and have enjoyed a very good response from the Police, when we need them, to include recent issues 
with ‘Zanta’. We also work with the City staff at Streets to Homes and get a good response from them as well. We engage 
on an ‘as needed’ basis.   
  
It sounds like some of the residents have had more conversations with the local police division, which they should likely 
continue, if they have ongoing concerns. 
   

bloor -yorkvi l l e  
BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT AREA 

October 28, 2015 
 
Gee Chung, President 
The Greater Yorkville Residents' Association (GYRA) 
Manulife P.0 Box 19512 
55 Bloor Street West 
Toronto ON M4W 3T9 
 
Dear Gee: 
I am writing to you as Chair of the Bloor-Yorkville BIA in furtherance to the joint letter dated 12th May, 2015 to the Chief of 

Police, which has generated subsequent email correspondence between GYRA and the other signatories. 

For clarity and the avoidance of doubt, the BIA was invited to participate in the joint letter. I was not invited, nor did I 

unilaterally commit, to lead the proposal for a micro police station. Since sending the letter, GYRA has advocated police 

foot patrols. This issue was not discussed when signing the letter was signed. 

 

The BIA is a community partner. However, it has a distinct role to play and processes to follow. In supporting GYRA's 

efforts to build a safer community, the BIA did not undertake a leadership role and I take exception to the tone of some 

comments made by an individual implying that we are failing to fulfil our mission. As the policing issues originated with the 

ABC Resident's Association, I look to it for leadership. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Valentine Lovekin 
Chair, Bloor-Yorkville BIA 
cc: John Caliendo ABC Residents' Association , YBB  
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May 12, 2015 

 

Chief Mark Saunders 
Chief of Police, City of Toronto 
40 College Street 
Toronto, ON M5G 213 

Dear Chief Saunders, 

Re: Bloor-Yorkville Community  

On behalf of the Bloor-Yorkville Community, congratulations on your appointment and we look forward to making your acquaintance. 

We are writing to you as a coalition of the residents and business associations in the Bloor-Yorkville area and we request that you establish a 
community policing initiative in our neighbourhood, which is bounded approximately by Yonge Street, Avenue Road, Bloor Street and 
Davenport Road. 

The area is under tremendous strain from the rapid pace of intensification and we are experiencing personal and property crime such as vehicular 
'smash and grabs' (in commercial parking garages and on our streets), threatening incidents issuing from aggressive panhandling and vagrancy, 
as well as a rise in disturbances from bars and drunken fights. 

In the mid-1990's the TPS introduced foot patrolmen, to our neighbourhood, operating from a sub-station/trailer located on Yorkville 
Avenue. This program was a tremendous success with the patrolmen familiarizing themselves and building a trusting rapport with local 
business owners and residents. The initiative epitomized community policing at its very best. 

Since that time, the population of Bloor-Yorkville has more than doubled and it is projected to double again in the next 5 years with some 
2500 — 3000 new condominium units under construction or planned. As a community, we have been working very closely with Staff 
Sergeant Mathew Moyers and his team (with a 53 Division initiative underway to deal with motorcycle madness) but we believe a more 
active TPS presence is needed and justified. We understand you have had tremendous success recently with community policing foot patrols 
in the Yonge-Eglinton and Thorncliffe Park neighbourhoods. 

Bloor-Yorkville is an important tourist, commercial and heritage residential neighbourhood, generating considerable economic activity. We are 
also the home of the Jesse Ketchum Daycare and Jesse Ketchum Public School which was established in 1832 and has a current enrollment of 
approximately 450 students. In addition, there are 4 (active!) retirement residences in our neighbourhood including Fellowship Towers, Hazelton 
Place and Belmont House. 
 
Chief Saunders, we appreciate TPS resources are finite and we therefore propose you undertake this initiative on a 1 year trial basis. As a 
community, we will endeavour to support you by sourcing a physical office/storefront for your foot patrols to operate from and of course we 
are fully prepared to engage with your team in problem solving and crime prevention strategies. 

We look forward to meeting with you and/or your staff to discuss this initiative further. 
 
Yours truly, 
Signed by ABC - GYRA-BIA-YBBA 
 
cc. John Tory, Mayor, City of Toronto 

Superintendent Scott Gilbert, Unit Commander 53 Division, Toronto Police Service 

Staff Sergeant Matthew Moyer, Mgr. Community Response Unit 53 Division 
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Parking Amendments – Bloor-Yorkville Area 

• This item was considered by Toronto and East York Community Council on September 8, 2015 and was adopted without 
amendment. City Council has delegated authority for this matter to the Toronto and East York Community Council and 
therefore, the decision is final. 

• See also By-laws 936-2015, 937-2015  

Community Council Decision 
The Toronto and East York Community Council: 

1. Rescinded the parking regulations outlined in Revised Appendix "A" attached to the report, entitled "Bloor-Yorkville Area: 
Parking regulations to be rescinded", from the Director, Transportation Services, Toronto and East York District. 

2. Enacted the parking regulations outlined in Revised Appendix "B" attached to the report, entitled "Bloor-Yorkville Area: 
Parking regulations to be enacted", from the Director, Transportation Services, Toronto and East York District. 

Summary 
This staff report is about a matter for which Toronto and East York Community Council has delegated authority from City 
Council to make a final decision. 

The Bloor-Yorkville BIA has requested that Transportation Services review the feasibility of amending the current parking, 
stopping, standing, commercial loading zones, hours of operation for pay-and-display machines and parking for restricted 
periods regulations in the Bloor-Yorkville area, in order improve both traffic operations and on-street parking for 
consumers, generally as shown in the attached Drawing Nos. 421G-1860, 421G-1866, 421G1867, dated August 2015. 

Background Information 
( July 22, 2015) Report f rom the Director ,  Transportation Services, Toronto and East  York Distr ict - 
Parking Amendments - Bloor-Yorkvi l le  Area  
(http://www.toronto.caiieqdocs/mmis/2015/te/bgrd/backg roundf ile-83010.pdf) Drawing No. 421G-
1860 - Parking Amendments - B loor-Yorkvil le Area(http://www.toronto.ca/leddocs/mmis/2015/te/bg rd/backq 
roundfile-83011. pdt) 
Drawing No. 421G-1866 - Parking Amendments - Bloor-Yorkville Area 
(htto://www.toronto.ca/leddocs/rnmis/2015/te/bord/backoroundfile-83012.01) 
Drawing No. 421G-1867 - Parking Amendments - Moor-Yorkville Area 
(htto://www.toronto.ca/legdoes/mmis/2015/te/bord/backgroundffle-83013.odf) 
Revised Appendix A - Parking Amendments - Bloor-Yorkville Area 
(http://www.toronto.ca/leddocs/mmis/2015/te/bord/backd roundfile-8301 4. pdf) 
Revised Appendix B - Parking Amendments - Bloor-Yorkville Area 
(http://www.toronto.ca/leddocsimmis/2015/te/bdrd/backgroundfile-83015.pdf) 
Communications 
(September 3, 2015) E-mail from Briar de Lange, Bloor-Yorkville BIA (TE.Supp.TE10.80.1) 
(http://www.toronto.ca/leddocsimmis/2015ite/cornrnicommunicationfile-54723.pdf) 
Motions 
1- Motion to Adopt Item moved by Councillor Kristin Wong-Tam (Carried) 

Appendix “B” lists streets where parking will commence at 4:00 pm (from 6:00 pm) Monday thru Friday  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.toronto.caiieqdocs/mmis/2015/te/bgrd/backg
http://www.toronto.ca/leddocs/mmis/2015/te/bg
http://www.toronto.ca/leddocs/rnmis/2015/te/bord/backoroundfile-83012.01)
http://www.toronto.ca/legdoes/mmis/2015/te/bord/backgroundffle-83013.odf)
http://www.toronto.ca/leddocs/mmis/2015/te/bord/backd
http://www.toronto.ca/leddocsimmis/2015/te/bdrd/backgroundfile-83015.pdf)
http://www.toronto.ca/leddocsimmis/2015ite/cornrnicommunicationfile-54723.pdf)
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Bay & Davenport Intersection  
For details, see June & October 2015 Report 
Transportation Services requested by Community Council to review the BA Group’s study commissioned by ABC 
Residents Association, and report back to Community Council in June 2015, and deferred to October 2015.  Now, having 
recognized the urgency of the dangerous pedestrian crossing conditions, Transportation currently drafting top priority 
proposed changes with request that operational changes be fast-tracked through the wait-list as a result of the priority 
status of this intersection, for presentation at the November 3-4, 2015 City Council meeting. 
 
94 Cumberland Construction Management Meeting 
A meeting is took place on October 05, 2015 to formulate a construction management plan with City Transportation staff, 
Minto representatives, the councillor’s office, and GYRA members whose residents will be directly impacted by the 
construction . 
 
Notes from the Councillor’s office: 
 
From: Sheila Pardoe  
Sent: Thursday, October 08, 2015  
To: Gee Chung ; 'Alan Baker ; 'Donna Lacavera' ;  
James B. Bujak ; John Caliendo ; Bellair@delcondo.com ; Patricia X Reaburn ;  
David Kines ; Laurence Bernstein; Moshe Rosen; JHuffman@minto.com  
Cc: Councillor Wongtam ; Morvarid (Mori) Shojaei ; Tina Sriskandarajah ; Steve Leyland  
Subject: Review & follow-up - 94 Cumberland Construction Management working group 
 
Thank you again for attending and participating in the construction management meeting for 94 Cumberland on Monday, 
October 5th.  
  
A review of the agenda and discussion demonstrates that 5 key areas are of importance:  
  
1) Construction noise: 

-illegal, excessive, concrete pours (any occurrences will be reported to 311 and  discussed/resolved by Minto at 
construction liaison meetings) 

         
 
2) Traffic congestion:  

-on Bellair Street and Cumberland Street -Any occurrences will be reported to 311 and discussed/resolved at 
construction  liaison meetings; Bloor-Yorkville BIA and GYRA are to send letters to Councillor  Wong-Tam and Joe Gallippi 
requesting  parking reductions on Cumberland Street  and Bellair Street; Minto to report back on having Toronto Police 
Officer on  site         

 
 
3) Area cleanliness:  

   -from dirt/dust/mud (any occurrences will be reported to 311 and /resolved by Minto at the construction liaison    
     meetings). 

          -Village of Yorkville Park (any occurrences will be reported to 311 and discussed/resolved by Minto at the construction              
            Liaison meetings) 
         
 
4) Construction hoarding:  
               -need for art on construction hoarding (Joanne Tam, Transportation Services, to investigate and report back to 

 Councillor Wong-Tam).  
  
 
5) Communication & communications strategy through entirety of project:            
               -bi-weekly e-mails from Minto to stakeholders (with on-site construction manager contact details) 
               -bi-weekly construction liaison meetings, organized & held by Minto 
               -establishment from Minto of real-time online communications hub 
              -GYRA, Bloor-Yorkville BIA, ABC to appoint at least one lead from each organization to direct communication to and to  
 attend meetings with Minto 
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Councillor Wong-Tam looks forward to learning of when the first bi-weekly construction management meeting is taking place 
and to receiving bi-weekly e-mail updates on this site. The Councillor expects that both forms of communication will begin by 
the end of the month.  
  
Should your require any further guidance outside of these meetings,  please do not hesitate to contact me. As always, please let 
me know if you have any questions or concerns.   
 
From: Gee Chung GYRA  
Sent: October-19-15  
To: Sheila Pardoe Advisor Policy & Stakeholder Relations  
Cc: Councillor Kristyn Wong-Tam; Derrick Major Operations & Maintenance BYBIA; Donna Lacavera ABC Traffic; Patricia 
Reaburn 10 Bellair; 10 Bellair Del Property; Laurence Bernstein 80 Cumberland; Moshe Rosen 145 Cumberland; David Kines 
164 Cumberland; Alan Baker 175 Cumberland John Huffman MINTO; Joe Gallippi; Stephen Leyland; Tina Sriskandarajah Office 
of Councillor Wong-Tam  
Subject: 94 Cumberland Construction Management Meeting 05 October 2015 GYRA Follow-Up 
 
Pursuant to construction management meeting on October 05, 2015 and following up suggestions made, GYRA would request 
implementation of the following to maintain maximum traffic flow at the intersection of Cumberland and Bellair during the 
construction phase (that will see a section of the north side of the Cumberland roadway blocked off for staging), with minimal 
impact on commercial deliveries. 
 
a)  Removal of loading/parking spaces in front of Sassafraz, 100 Cumberland Street, as suggested  by owner Zoran 
Kocovski, to provide two vehicular lanes to accommodate left turns onto Bellair unhindered by traffic proceeding to Bay Street 
or turning right onto Bellair, and designated “No Stopping.” 
 
b) “No Stopping” on Cumberland from Bellair to the end of the 94 Cumberland property line 
 
Traffic back-up was identified at the north-west corner of Bellair & Yorkville alongside the Pink Tartan store Bellair frontage, 
when vehicles parked in the loading/parking space(s) block vehicles from making left turns onto Yorkville.  GYRA would 
request the permanent removal of a sufficient number of loading/parking spaces and a “No Stopping” designation to facilitate 
left turning vehicles, which will greatly improve traffic flow. 
 
Regarding earlier request for an advanced green left turn at Cumberland & Bay that Transportation had deemed unnecessary.  
With the closure of a section of the Cumberland roadway for staging, and as discussed at the meeting, GYRA would request 
Transportation conduct a second review as supported by Stephen Leyland.  Prior to the lane closure, GYRA fully supports the 
suggestion to increase the timing of the light to enable more left turns onto Bay that is being looked into by Joe Gallippi and 
Stephen Leyland for expeditious implementation.     
 
GYRA will, at the next construction management meeting, reiterate request to Minto, as good neighbours, to delay the start 
time of certain activities such as caisson drilling and hydraulic impact hammering to 8:00 am Monday-Friday and to 10:00 am 
on Saturdays.  GYRA will also reiterate request to Minto to retain a police officer during construction hours to enforce no 
stopping/parking infractions. 
 
Alan Baker requests the following:- 
 
* No stopping on Cumberland (north and south side) between Bellair and Bay 
* Bellair between Cumberland and Bloor be designated “No Stopping” on both sides of the street 
* Prohibit Valet service on Bellair (Harry Rosen and Holt’s Mens) that greatly impedes traffic flow     
 
Patricia Raeburn of 10 Bellair has graciously offered the use of her building’s dining room, and we await word from Minto 
regarding the bi-weekly construction liaison meetings that will be organized and held by Minto.  Will Minto advise you first of 
the meeting date that you will in turn convey to the other stakeholders? 
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From: Joe Gallippi, Traffic Operations, Transportation Services 
Sent: October-23-15  
To: Gee Chung GYRA  
Cc: Roman Oleksij; Steve Leyland; Councillor Wongtam  
Subject: RE: 94 Cumberland Construction Management Meeting 05 October 2015 GYRA Follow-Up 
 
I'm not sure if GYRA is aware of the upcoming parking changes for the Yorkville Area.  Please refer to the attached dec. doc. 
link for further details. 
 
 http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2015.TE10.80 
 
Some of the concerns noted in your e-mail will be addressed once the new parking changes are implemented…..in particular 
we are increasing the corner parking regulations from No Parking Anytime to No Stopping Anytime on Cumberland and on 
Bellair in order deter parking in these areas.  Bumping up the corner parking regulations should provide unobstructed traffic 
flow and maintain clear site-lines. 
 
I believe that the parking regulations on Cumberland (Bellair to Bay) will be changed during the construction period….at least 
fronting and opposite the construction staging area.  However I'm not entirely sure…..Steve Leyland will be able to provide you 
with further details. 
 
Getting to Alan Baker's parking recommendations for Bellair (Bloor to Cumberland) and Cumberland (Bellair to Bay).  
Changing the parking regulations as requested is technically feasible.  However, all loading/unloading opportunity will be 
eliminated on this section of Bellair with this parking proposal. In this regard, I would suggest that buy-in and consultation 
with the local BIA is recommended before we could proceed further. 
 
I will further consult with Steve Leyland re the construction project and possible extension of green time for Cumberland.  I 
will keep you posted.  Also, be advised that any changes to parking regulations must be approved by Toronto and East York 
Community Council and by-lawed………Nov 10, 2015  is the last Community Council meeting for the year and the agenda for 
this meeting is now closed.  Community Council will commence again on Jan 19, 2016.  Of note, signal timing changes do not 
require by-law approval. 
 
Joe Gallippi. Engineering Technologist (ETT1) 
Traffic Operations, Transportation Services 
City of Toronto, Toronto and East York District 
 
See Parking Amendments – Bloor-Yorkville Area for details of the upcoming parking changes. 
 
The BIA Traffic Committee was contacted and will, at their next meeting, discuss the changes requested by Alan Baker. 
 
 
 
DEVELOPMENT 
For development applications go to City of Toronto Yorkville Planning Portal 
 
35-45 Avenue Road  & 140-148 Yorkville Avenue (York Square)   
See June & September 2015 Reports for details. 
The developer opted out of the November 2015 City Design Review and heading to OMB.  Planning will prepare a 
Request for Direction Report to Community Council.  
 
The One (formerly Stollery)     
See April-May, June & October 2015 Report for details.    
The following was prepared by BCCA (Bay Cloverhill Community Association) and CWNA (Church Wellesley 
Neighbourhood Association): 

Concerns Specific to ‘The One’ 
NEEDED: Unique and Individual Treatments for each of Yonge Street and Bloor Street 
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The intersection of Yonge and Bloor is where downtown Yonge meets Yorkville. Bloor street is already a wide 
boulevard with granite sidewalks, ... and the high-end shops to be expected on such a street. Yorkville with its 
growing number of high-end retail and residential establishments reinforces that image. The One as proposed 
would fit into the developing social fabric along Bloor. But what of fitting into the 19th century retail environment 
along Yonge south of Bloor? 

There are two kinds of questions that arise. How will The One fit into the 19th century architectural heritage 
immediately south of the site? Will it echo the 19th century streetwall, or impose an abrupt and glaring change on 
that historic streetwall? And what will happen to the eclectic retail mix found along Yonge Street? Creative use of 
retail space within the propose The One could support a creative and eclectic retail mix to extend up to the 
Yorkville boundary. 

Addressing such site specific questions as these would contribute to the neighbourhood's acceptance of The One. 
This is an important intersection for Toronto, providing both the north/south and the east/west axes for the city, 
an obviously special intersection. Both the broad contextual questions we asked at the beginning of this note and 
the site specific questions immediately above should be addressed. We would urge that the Working Group be used 
as the place to begin this discussion. 

 
GYRA’s comments and suggestions made at the third working group meeting held on 26/10/2015: 
 
* The podium height is not aligned with the proportions of the heritage facade and we feel this  
 detracts from the distinct scale of the heritage building.  We note on the Heritage – Overview  
 rendering that the podium lines up with the heritage building, and this is what we would want  
 approved. 
 
* The area immediately above the roof line:  the glass balcony - we feel is inappropriate, and  

clutters the view of the white ornamentation, and obscures the roof-line.  We suggest the balcony be removed 
and the heritage building  remain free of contemporary features that do not complement the 19th century 
features. 

         
* We suggest the section immediately behind the heritage building be pushed back 1-2 metres to  

provide prominence to the building, and a clearer view of the white ornamentation at the top  of the building.  
 
* The Heritage Overview mentions decorative components of the original Stollery’s store will be  

incorporated into the development – on the heritage building or elsewhere?   
 
* The north-east corner of Yonge & Bloor, over to Church Street will be heavily  
 overshadowed.  This is a gloomy corner so what can be done in the way of stepbacks to reduce  
 the severity of the shadowing?  Shadowing reduction will go a long way to improve the  
 pedestrian experience during Toronto’s cold and blustery winter conditions at the Yonge &  
 Bloor intersection.  
 
The meeting concluded with the developer expected to work on a revised submission that will be subjected to a Heritage 
Impact Assessment.     
 
 
2-8 Cumberland Street & 826-834 Yonge Street (Eight Cumberland Limited) 
See June & October 2015 Report for details.   
A revised design will be presented to the Design Review Panel in November 2015. 
The property was recently purchased by Kingsett Capital.  Kingsett also purchased the Yorkville-Cumberland Green P 
property. 
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Bay & Scollard, BML Group 
Plans for a high-end rental building were presented to members of the Bloor-Yorkville Community on October 07, 2015: 
 

• A 590 square metre public realm plaza at the corner of Scollard & Bay 
• 3-storey podium will include a café, restaurant and green space 
• The heritage buildings located on Bay will be moved onto Scollard and fully restored in their entirety and will 

house a children’s library, shared studio space, and other uses. 
• The 43-storey tower, 155 metres in height, will have two deep stepbacks to provide sunlight onto Jesse Ketchum 

Parkette 
•  Tower orientation east-west will provide all units with morning and late afternoon sunlight 
• Tower designed to mitigate wind, and side benefit will act as buffer to mitigate the blustery wind conditions created 

by the Four Seasons builtform 
• 112 units, smallest approximately 900 sq. ft.  2-3 bedroom average size 1,600-2,000 sq. ft. largest units 3-5,000 

sq. ft., and two-storey units at penthouse level 
• 2 parking spaces per unit  
• Drop off on Bay Street 
• Scollard Street parking/servicing ingress/egress  
• Floorplate 650 square metre, no balcony extensions.  Top of building will be 325 square metres 
• Architect Foster & Partners, New York 
• Landscape architect Stoss, Boston 

 
Application will be filed with the City Planning shortly. 
 
 
Section 37  
Responding to Alan Baker’s request for Section 37 details, City replied and Alan Baker continues to seek further details. 
 
From: Mario Giambattista, Policy Planner, City Planning, Strategic Initiatives,  Policy & Analysis 
Sent: October-14-15  
To: Alan Baker  
Cc: barry campbell; michael landry; Gee - GYRA; Tina Sriskandarajah; Sheila Pardoe  
Subject: RE: requesting a meeting - Section 37 details 
 
Good afternoon Mr. Baker, 
 
My name is Mario Giambattista, of the City's Planning Department, and as per Shelia's e-mail I have endeavored to the best of 
our ability to respond to your request regarding details on the current status of the Section 37 money, amounts agreed to be 
paid by developers, money collected, money still owed by developers, money spent by the City and the various projects and 
money still in the Section 37 account Ward 27. 
 
Attached is a summary report showing what has been secured through Section 37 or Section 45 since amalgamation for Ward 
27.  The table identifies the amounts agreed to be paid by developers and detailed description of what the funds intended uses 
are and/or for what capital projects the funds are to be directed towards.  
 
Please note that the term "Secured" does not in this instance mean that the money has been received by the City, but rather 
that there is an agreement to provide the funds at some future date (usually when a developer applies for a building permit).  
 
 If a development has been constructed in your community, you can be confident that the funds have been received.  In certain 
instances the table may indicate a "$0" contribution. In these cases benefits have been secured from the developer as "in-kind" 
or non-cash benefits, meaning that the developer will construct, provide or secure the funding of community benefits and/or 
facilities secured in an agreement. These are usually on-site benefits. 
 
Non-cash benefits are generally secured by Letters of Credit. These Letters of Credit are secured in Section 37 and 45 
agreements for two main reasons: as a form of cash payment as a community benefit where the cash will not be needed by the 
City for a period of time; and as security where the developer has agreed to provide or construct a capital facility.  
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Unfortunately, the City Planning Division does not maintain the remaining data in the manner requested with respect to how 
much of the Cash Contribution has been spent, on what, and what is remaining in the Planning Act Reserve fund for the Ward.  
This is because this financial data is not maintained by the City Planning Division. 
 
We rely on information provided to us from other divisions who make commitments on the funds and record the transactions 
through either Council's approval of the Division's Capital and/or Operating Budget or by a member motion by Councillor 
Wong-Tam.  Accordingly there is often lag time between our information and when the most up-to-date financial information 
is provided to us.  
 
Secondly, in addition reasons identified by Shelia regarding the necessity to ensure a completive negotiation process for future 
developments, the information requested may be protected by the privacy provisions of the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act.  As city staff we must comply with this provincial legislation and must ensure that information 
which could be considered personal is not disclosed.   
 
Notwithstanding, the above it is still possible to determine how received funds have been allocated towards an identified 
benefit. By using the development address provided and the description of benefits in the previous document one could search 
City Council decisions at http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/findAgendaItem to find if funds received from that development have 
been allocated for their intended purpose and approved by Council.  For example, if one was to search for the development at 
"21 Avenue Road"; the search results would reveal Council Item 2014.MM55.56 for the "Release of Section 37 Funds, 21 
Avenue Road, for Streetscape Improvements to Yorkville Avenue between Bay Street and Avenue Road in the Bloor-Yorkville 
Business Improvement Area"  
 
Please know that staff is investigating how we can provide the information you requested (online / publically) while still 
adhering to the Municipal Freedom of Information & Privacy Act.   
  
Mario Giambattista 
Policy Planner 
City Planning, Strategic Initiatives, Policy & Analysis  
City of Toronto 
 
 
URBAN MATTERS 
The Bloor-Yorkville/North Midtown Planning Framework & Implementation Strategy 
The Framework presented to Councillor Wong-Tam and Planning staff on October 27, 2015, by the Planning Partnership, 
with representatives of the Bloor-Yorkville Community in attendance, was well received.  Brief summary of presentation: 
 
Consultation 

• Consulted with the public at a workshop 
• Worked cooperatively and collaboratively with BIA, YBB,ABC and GYRA 
• Discussed and reviewed with City staff 
• Presented to the Boards of Directors of BIA, YBB, ABC and GYRA 

 
Building A Plan 

• Establishes a long-term vision  long term vision for the future of the future of the Bloor-Yorkville/North Midtown 
Area 

• Contributes to the economic success of the City by promoting significant development in key locations, and at the 
right scale 

• Improves the pedestrian environment 
• Protects and enhances Bloor-Yorkville/North Midtown Area as a place to live, work, shop, visit and invest 

 
Emerging Directions 

• Clear framework to guide development in distinct character areas and ensure heritage character is retained 
• Simple, well- crafted and useable open spaces 
• Fine grained network of pedestrian spaces 
• Beautiful streets 

 
Objectives for the Policy Approach 
Range of objectives identified for Bloor-Yorkville/North Midtown to: 
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• Ensure that new development or redevelopment is appropriate and considered in a comprehensive way 
• Recognize the link between growth and requirements for community facilities 
• Promote accessible and animated interconnectivity between and among buildings 
• Provide design guidance to protect and enhance the character and vitality of the Urban Village and 

Neighbourhood areas and to promote investment for the Urban Core, Urban Ridge and Urban Corridor areas 
• Protect the employment function with emphasis on the office function 
• Ensure public funds are generated by new development 

 
Application 

• The Plan applies to the lands known as Bloor-Yorkville/North Midtown Area 
• The policies of this Plan will form the basis of a Secondary Plan and/or implementing zoning regulations 

 
Vision 
Fundamental components of the vision include: 

• Heritage value of context and built form 
• Pedestrian Realm Network to achieve the requirements of the Ontarians with Disabilities Act 
• Enhancing the Pedestrian Realm Network and interconnectivity within the Area and adjacent areas 
• Designing and constructing environmentally sustainable buildings 
• Promoting Active Transportation 

 
Intent and Objectives of the Plan 
It is the intent of this Plan to promote: 

• Compatible development 
• Built form as the determining factor for types of development permitted 
• Building transition as a key determining factor for compatible development 
• Capacity of the site and Area to accommodate publicly accessible open space, community facilities and available 

municipal infrastructure 
Objectives of the Plan recognize that: 

• Bloor-Yorkville/North Midtown Area context is diverse and development in stable and sensitive areas will be 
compatible 

• Clear principles, policies and design guidance need to be provided 
• Enhancing key fundamental attributes of the Bloor-Yorkville/North Midtown Area will contribute to the Area’s 

ongoing success 
 
It is likely the Secondary Plan polices will be referenced in the TOcore recommendations. 
 

City of Toronto, City Planning, Strategic Initiatives, Policy & Analysis Metro Hall, 22nd Floor, Toronto 
ON M5V 3C6 

TOcore@toronto.ca I www.toronto.catiecore I #TOcore 

TOcore  planning toronto's downtown 

First Round of Community Consultations 

Summary Report 

In the month of June, the City of Toronto hosted community consultation meetings on TOcore: Planning Toronto's Downtown, 
an interdivisional study looking at how the downtown should grow in the next forty years. Three community consultation 
meetings were held in June 2015, one in each downtown ward, chaired by the local councillor. 

Altogether, approximately 120 people participated in the three community consultations, including residents and workers in 
Downtown and those who visit Downtown. 

mailto:TOcore@toronto.ca
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The purpose of the consultations was to inform the public of the study, introduce the study's goals and to provide an opportunity 
for the public to share their questions, comments and feedback on the study. Twenty-two panels were put on display as 
individual stations inviting feedback. The panels show the challenges and opportunities of each of TOcore's eight study goals: 
Balancing Growth; Creating Complete Communities; Sustaining a Robust Economy; Increasing Mobility; Improving Parks and 
Public Spaces; Enhancing Community Services and Facilities; Creating a Resilient Downtown; and Ensuring Capacity in the 
Pipe. 

Each consultation started with an open house at 6:30 p.m. Gregg Lintern, Director of Community Planning, Toronto and East 
York District, presented an overview of the TOcore study, speaking to the residential and non-residential growth trends in the 
Downtown, introducing the study goals, and detailing the three phases within the study that span three years from 2014 to 2017. 
Following the presentation, 30 minutes were devoted to questions from the members of the public for clarification purposes on 
the presentation. 

At 8:00 p.m, members of the public were encouraged to visit each of the panel stations to provide their views in writing on 
flipcharts and on sticky-notes posted on maps, as well as through conversations with City Staff from 6 collaborating divisions, 
including: 

• City Planning; 
• Parks, Forestry and Recreation; 
• Transportation Services; 
• Economic Development and Culture; 
• Toronto Water; and 
• Environment & Energy Division. 

This summary report is a review of all the comments received. Questions about this summary can be directed to George Pantazis, 
Assistant Planner, Strategic Initiatives, City of Toronto, by email (gpantaztoronto.ca) or by phone (416-392-3566). 

Summary of Feedback 
The summary of feedback below is organized by ward and study goal. The feedback was shared through conversations with study 
team members and in writing on flipcharts, responding to questions posed by each study goal. 

Ward 27 

Planning Framework & the Economy Questions 
What do you like most about your neighbourhood? 
What would you like to see improved in your neighbourhood? 
What are the most important planning issues we need to address to make Downtown a great place to live? What ideas do you have 
to make Downtown a better place to work? Shop? Learn? Play? 

Feedback 
• Streetscape and diversity of uses makes Downtown a place you want to be. Need to encourage more active retail and 

restaurant uses throughout the Downtown. 
• Need to increase safety through urban design in our streets, parks, laneways, etc. 

Parks and Public Realm Questions 
What do you enjoy most about your favourite Downtown park, open space or street? 
What improvements would you like to see to parks, open spaces and streets in the Downtown? What is your top 
priority for change? 

Feedback 
• Downtown parks are being overrun by dogs 
• Close streets to pedestrians during specific hours and open them up later for cars 
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• Turn wider laneways into café areas with shipping container restaurants like on Bathurst and Dundas. 

• For parks and public realm, need to study: lighting, noise, dogs, traffic speed and safety. 
• Continue to develop culture corridors within our public realm 

Community Services and Facilities (recreation, childcare, libraries, schools, and human services) 
Questions 
What community services are most important to you and your family? 
What improvements would you like to see to community services in the Downtown? What is your top 
priority for change? 

Feedback 
• TOcore panels do not address the role of churches as local community-based services 
• Should consider building salt water pools 
• Need to increase policing within Downtown 

Transportation Questions 
What mode of transportation do you use the most to move around or travel to and from Downtown? What improvements 
would you like to see to transit (surface and underground), cycling and pedestrian networks, and goods movements? 
What is your top priority for change? 

Feedback 
• Consider reserved/dedicated street car lanes without physical ROW construction (only signage and enforcement). 

Could have these lanes dedicated only on peak hours (for example, Gerard Street) 
• King Street should be streetcar and pedestrian only 
• Increase parking on side streets, reduce on main street so traffic, transit, cyclists can flow easily and safely 
• Sidewalks not wide enough on Jarvis, Church and Yonge. Take away traffic lane and improve sidewalk width as 

pedestrian volumes are high. 
• Reduce space for cars and preserve lane system for walking 
• Add more lanes for connectivity 
• Zone areas in Downtown for service vehicles only 
• Improve accessibility for subway and streetcar 
• Discourage traffic on "cut through routes," such as Charles Street from Jarvis to University 
• Reduce lanes on Jarvis back to 4 lanes and widen sidewalks 

 
The following position paper was drawn up by BCCA (Bay Cloverhill Community Association) and CWNA (Church Wellesley 

Neighbourhood Association) with request neighbouring residents’ associations support.  GYRA board expressed unanimous 

support.  BCCA & CWNA met with TOcore planner George Pantazis and learned the TOcore recommendations will go to 

Community Council on November 10, 2015. The position paper covers many issues identified in the TOcore findings. BCCA 

will circulate the paper to Councillor Wong-Tam, planner Oren Tamir and Mizrahi Developments (One Bloor West).  

 

Neighbourhood Concerns 
Needed: An examination of the Broader Picture 

The building proposed for 1 Bloor West is clearly going to have a major impact on this central intersection in Toronto. And it's 
only one of several major proposed developments in the immediate area. We ask the city to step back from each of these 
separate site specific developments and examine some basic, but broader, contextual issues. 

We point to four areas of neighbourhood concern: 
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1. Traffic – What should be allowed; what should be forbidden; what should be encouraged; what should be 
discouraged? How large an area should be studied? 

2. Parks – The suburban park formula doesn't work in downtown Toronto. We need a downtown park formula. And a new 
approach to smaller parks. 

3. Shadow – As more and more shadow covers our neighbourhood, we need a way to increasingly resist additional 
shadow. 

4. Infrastructure – More buildings are being approved, but there has been no corresponding commitment to 
improve infrastructure. 

Although we do not have the answers, the community wants and needs answers in order to thrive. We do ask that 
these areas of concern receive the attention they deserve from the city, and from the province. We suggest possible 
points that could be raised to begin the discussion. We would welcome the opportunity to participate in such a broader 
contextual discussion. 

Traffic 
NEEDED: Examination of a Broad Area for General Traffic Solutions 
Our neighbourhood is blessed (or cursed) with a legacy of streets, laneways and avenues that were created in response to needs 
in the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries. For many years, our neighbourhood was not seen as a place where people would choose to 
live. It was often viewed as no more than the place for traffic corridors to allow people to get from their suburban residence to 
their downtown job. 

That transit reality has to change in response to the thousands of new people who have chosen a downtown residence in our 
neighbourhood. Our neighbourhood is no longer just a way to get downtown; it's now a downtown place where people in 
increasing numbers live. We need to step back from a very local consideration of traffic and the impact of individual buildings on 
traffic. 
What traffic patterns should be established? How should we make the best use of the limited public domain available 
in downtown? How do we best provide for the bicycles and pedestrians that will be coming with all of the new local 
residents? Should we, perhaps, do away with one-way residential streets? More broadly, what role should our 
neighbourhood streets play, if any, in transit corridor provision? 

 

Parks 
NEEDED: A Downtown Solution to a Suburban Park Formula 
The province has a suburban park formula that makes little sense in downtown Toronto. The required provision of 5% of occupied 
land area (or equivalent value) for parks works in a suburban area of single family homes. It doesn't work in downtown Toronto. 
The amount of park space (or equivalent value) to provide should be directly related to the number of residential units being 
proposed. 

Even if no change in the suburban park formula can be made in the short-term, there are more immediate steps that 
could be taken. A large fraction of our neighbourhood is dedicated to the exclusive use of vehicles. Changes should be 
possible. A one-way residential street should not need space for more than one traffic lane and, perhaps, one parking 
lane, with sections of the parking lane reserved for loading and unloading. 

We are concerned that the provision of new park space does not correspond either fractionally or sufficiently to the 
dramatic increase in residential population. The policy of a developer providing “cash in lieu” of park facilities yields 
no new green space in the downtown. Some method of procuring real park spaces must be found within the 
community welcoming the development. And there are specific, promising opportunities in the immediate area. For 
example, the northern portion of Balmuto could be closed to through traffic with a resulting space being either park 
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or mixed use. And the eastern end of St Mary could be reduced to one traffic lane with the released space used to 
increase the public (park) space immediately south of 10 St Mary. There may be other immediate opportunities, but 
these two opportunities could begin the discussion. 

Park Maintenance: we are also concerned about the attention our existing parks receive. We have no large parks in our 
neighbourhood, but we do have a number of small existing and planned parks along both sides of Yonge Street. These 
parks are not well-maintained, certainly maintenance efforts have not increased to keep up with increased local 
residential population. We seek a solution to this ongoing neglect which should not be allowed to continue. Possibly 
such park maintenance budgets should be in a ratio that reflects the population of the community in which the park is 
located. 

Shadow 

NEEDED: A Formula to Prevent the Deemed “Not Significant Increase of Shadow” by developers for each and 
every Downtown Tower Project 
There is a danger that each of the many new buildings may only marginally increase the shadowed area in the 
neighbourhood, but we could eventually be left with nothing except shadowed area. No one building need cause all that 
much additional shadow, but the aggregate shadowing could still be nearly total. We need an approach which makes it 
progressively more difficult for new buildings to increase the shadow on our parks, public areas and streets. 

We offer no formula, but would ask that some approach be developed so that shadow impact will be viewed 
incrementally. The first shadow on a park, public area or street should only be approved after all reasonable efforts have 
been made to reduce that impact. As the percentage of a park, public area or street that is shadowed increases, 
additional shadowing should be increasingly resisted. A formula could be developed, but it will remain a judgment call. 
Don't allow our parks, public areas or streets to be in complete or nearly complete shadow! 
Infrastructure 
NEEDED: Insight into the capacity and the Structural adequacy of Toronto’s Infrastructure 
In a well-organized world, new development would not be allowed until after plans and funding were in place to 
provide the infrastructure for such new development. The failure of the city to provide adequate downtown subway 
service is only the most visible example of a growing infrastructure gap. We also “enjoy” increasing failures of the 
water-mains in downtown Toronto – breaks are becoming more frequent. 

We are not in a position to assess the adequacy of other infrastructure services. We do note, however, that sewer 
overflow seems to be increasingly frequent. And a third main hydro-electric power line into the GTA has been 
discussed, but we have seen no commitment to develop such a third main line. All of which adds to our concern. 

The city has visibly not done enough to develop additional subway service in downtown Toronto. It may not have done 
enough to adequately maintain and expand water, sewer, hydro-electric and gas service for downtown. Under such 
circumstances, it would make sense to take somewhat drastic steps, e.g. no new downtown development until the 
infrastructure is adequately maintained and upgraded. 

 
 
Cumberland Passage Lighting, Village of Yorkville Park 
A light was installed pointing to the rear of the TTC Cumberland subway entrance building, and not on the passage 
(leading to 145 Cumberland) and the area behind where illumination is needed, that GYRA requested two years ago. This 
section is a regular drinking hangout and sleeping area.  After a flurry of emails between GYRA, the BIA and the Planning 
Partnership (the City liaison contact) in October 2015,  it was learned the light installed is to illuminate the rear of the TTC 
building, and is not the light GYRA residents have patiently waited for to illuminate the passage.  On October 07, 2015 the 
Planning Partnership was requested to ask the City project manager for park improvements to fast track lighting over the 
passage.   
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Village of Yorkville Park – Trees 
With the exception of the pine grove trees, the trees in the park have completed their cycle and are either dead or dying.  
The Bloor-Yorkville BIA is presently working on replacing these trees. 
 
 
Ramsden Park Revitalization to Begin October 29, 2015 
Construction on the Revitalization of Ramsden Park is set to begin on October 29, weather permitting. The scope of work for 

Stage 1 of Phase 1 will include removal and replacement of the tennis courts, adjacent pathways and all necessary infrastructure, 

water lines, and storm sewers. Construction will be ongoing to the end of the 2015 construction season. End date is weather 

dependent.  Work will resume, and is anticipated to be completed on the first stage in the spring of 2016.  Once Stage 1 is 

complete, the tennis courts will open up to the public and work will commence on Stage 2 of Phase 1. Stage 2 will include the 

removal and replacement of the playground, wading pool/splash pad, and see the addition of a new shade structure, adjacent 

pathways, and infrastructure. Construction for Stage 2 will be ongoing throughout the summer of 2016 and into the fall. 

Design details for Phase 1: 
https://ramsdenparkconsultation.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/final-design_phase-l-overall.pdf and here 
https://ramsdenparkconsultation.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/final-design_playground.pdf. 
 
 
 
Toronto Ward Boundary Review 
The Toronto Ward Boundary Review will look at the size and shape of Toronto's wards. The Review is being undertaken 
to ensure that each person in Toronto is fairly represented at City Council. 

A key focus of the Toronto Ward Boundary Review is to make sure the number of people in each ward is similar to all 
the other wards in the city. 

The Review will also look at communities of interest and neighbourhoods within the city. Ward boundaries should not split 
up well-established communities. Other factors such as a ward's history and physical or natural features will also be 
considered as part of the Review of Toronto's ward boundaries. 

Why is this being done now? 

Currently, in the City of Toronto, there is a wide range in the number of people living in each ward. Due to factors such 
as population growth and new construction, some of the city's wards are 30 percent to 45 percent above the population 
of the average city ward. As a result, one person's vote does not necessarily have the same value or weight as that of 
someone in another ward. 

Who is responsible? 

The City of Toronto oversees the Toronto Ward Boundary Review, but the study is being conducted by an independent 
team of consultants who are responsible for making sure the process is not influenced by political interests. 

How is it being conducted? 
The Toronto Ward Boundary Review follows a 5 step process, which includes research, two rounds of public 
consultation and civic engagement, development of ward boundary options, and then a final report with 
recommendations to City Council. 

 What the Toronto Ward Boundary Review is not. 

The Toronto Ward Boundary Review does not cover items such as: how municipal government is organized (e.g. 
whether there should be political parties or whether there should be more community representation); how people 

https://ramsdenparkconsultation.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/final-design_phase-l-overall.pdf
https://ramsdenparkconsultation.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/final-design_playground.pdf.
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vote; who votes (e.g. Canadian citizens only or ail Toronto residents); how good a job a Councillor is doing; or how City 
departments operate. 

 
For more information visit: www.drawthelines.ca . 

 
Get involved 
The Toronto Ward Boundary Review includes a public involvement process that allows Council members, 
stakeholders and the public to express their opinions on the current ward boundary structure as well as on the 
options that will be proposed. There are several ways that you can provide input to the Ward Boundary Review, 
including: 

• Public meetings: The first round of public meetings for the Toronto Ward Boundary Review occurred 
between December 2014 and February 2015.  

• Online Survey: Online surveys are available for Round One and Round Two of the consultation process. 
In Round One the Input Survey gathered general comments about the City's current ward boundaries. In 
Round Two, the Feedback Survey gathered comments on various ward boundary options. Both surveys 
can be accessed at http://www.drawthelines.ca/survey/ 

• Stay Informed: Check the website www.drawthelines.ca for up to date information about the Toronto Ward 
Boundary Review. 

• Final Report with Recommendations to Council: February 2016 to May 2016. 

For more information about how to get involved in the Toronto Wardwww.drawthelines.ca  
 
The boundaries report predicts Toronto will add 600,000 residents by 2031, mainly in the downtown waterfront and major 
avenues.  The proposed options are:- 
 

• Increase  wards to 47, with an average population of 61,000 
• Maintain 44 wards but change boundaries, with average population of 70,000 
• Increase wards to 58, with average population of 45,000-55,000 
• Reduce wards to 38, with average population of 75,000 
• Reduce wards to 41 based on natural boundaries e.g. rivers, expressways and hydro corridors, with average 

population of 70,000 

Feedback from the meetings and survey will inform the Final Ward Boundary Review Report. This Report 
will include a recommended option and be presented to the Executive Committee and City Council in May 2016. 
 
 
Yorkville Patio Noise after 11 PM 
See October 2015 Report for details. The Yorkville Residents Anti-Noise Coalition is waiting date of follow-up meeting 
hosted by Kasa Moto.  
 
Noise bylaw Review 
See October 2015 Report for details. 
 
HERITAGE 
Yorkville in the 60s: A Birthplace of Canadian Song – Heritage Toronto Plaques 
Funding and manufacturing of the four plaques is complete. The inaugural Riverboat Coffee House plaque was unveiled in 
2009.  The other plaques  commemorate the Penny Farthing where Joni Mitchell launched her career and Leonard Cohen 
read his poems,  the Purple Onion where Gordon Lightfoot first performed in Yorkville and where Buffy Sainte Marie wrote 
her highly acclaimed “Universal Soldier” and the fourth plaque describes the Yorkville bohemian counterculture scene, the 
first coffeehouse to open in Yorkville, the recording studios where major acts including the likes of The Guess Who, and 
Anne Murray recorded,  and includes a map of all the Yorkville coffee houses and clubs.  A public dedication will take 
place in 2016. 
 
 

http://www.drawthelines.ca/
http://www.drawthelines.ca/survey/
http://www.drawthelines.ca/
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Proposed Historic Yonge Street Heritage Conservation District 
For details see October 2015 Report. 
The City held a community consultation meeting on October 14, 2015 to obtain community input on the draft Historic 
Yonge Street Heritage Conservation District Plan, which includes guidelines and policies developed to ensure the heritage 
values of the area are conserved in the midst of ongoing change and development.  BCCA (Bay Cloverhill Community 
Association) initiated the study, with GYRA participation in researching the 19th century buildings situated between Bloor 
Street and Davenport Road.  
 
Heritage Preservation Services and the City will conduct a stakeholders meeting in November 2015, to introduce the 
objectives, structure, and policy direction of the HCD plan, followed by informal discussion and stakeholders’ feedback. 
 


